Seminar condemns Israeli practices 

AMMAN (Petra) — The General Islamic Conference Bureau on 
Jerusalem held a seminar Sunday on AI Aqsa Mosque to dkrns* 
Israeli measures against holy places in the Holy City. The meeting 
was attended by Sheikh Sa’deddin Al A] ami, chairman of the 
Higher Islamic Council in Jerusalem, who presented a briefing on 
Zionist actions and violations of the holy places. He spoke about 
Israeli plans to send Jews to pray in Islamic holy shrines and Israeli 
settlers’ harassment of Muslim worshippers. Slieikh Alami also 
spoke about IsraePs repeated attempts to plant explosives to 
demolish Al Aqsa and other religious rites in Jerusalem. All the 
Christian and Islamic places in the Holy City are now in grave 
danger due to the Israeli actions, Sheikh Aland said. 



Civil servants’ salaries go up 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinei Sunday decided to increase 
salaries of civil servants and employees of government dep- 
artments. members of the Armed Forces, Public Security and 
Civil Defence departments and conscripts serving the mandatory 
two-year military training and pensioners. A statement issued at 
the end of regular cabinei meeting said that the decision was taken 
in compliance with His Majesty King Hussein’s directives con- 
tained in the speech from the throne last year. According to the 
cabinet statement, the increases were worked out in a way as to 
give justice to lower class employees. The cabinet also endorsed a 
new set of regulations for the judicial system in Jordan. .The 
details of the new increases io salaries will be announced as soon 
as legal procedures have been finalised, the statement said. 
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Bomb-laden car rams occupation army convoy 

9 Israeli soldiers killed in 
suicide blast near Metullah 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — A suicide bomber 
drove a "car full of explosives into an Israeli 
convoy near the Lebanese-Israeli border 
Sunday and blew it up, killing at least 9 
Israeli soldiers. 


Grenade hurled at 
Israeli army vehicle 

AMMAN (Petra) — A hand gre- 
nade was thrown on an Israeli 
army vehicle Sunday morning 
near a refugee camp near the occ- 
upied West Bank city of Ram all ah 
and one soldier was injured, acc- 
ording to news received from the 
West Bank. Israeli troops arrested 
several citizen from the area, the 
reports said. 

Settlers open fire 
on Halhoul residents 

AMMAN (Petra) — Israeli set- 
tlers in the occupied West Bank 
opened fire ou residents of the 
town of HalJhoul and kidnapped 
one citizen. Radio Israel said Sun- 
day. The radio claimed that the 
settlers were responding to Arab 
stoning of a settlers’ vehicle out- 
side the town. 

Iraqi interior 
minister in Riyadh 

BAHRAIN (R) — Iraqi Interior 
Minister Saadoun Shakir flew to 
Saudi Arabia Sunday as Riyadh 
Radio voiced concern over the 
escalating Iran- Iraq- war. The 
radio said tit-for-tat attacks only 
served to split the Muslim Nation 
and it called on peace-loving cou- 
ntries to help end the 53- 
raonth-oid war. The Saudi Press 
Agency reported Mr. Shakir’s arr- 
ival m Riyadh but gave no details. 


Lebanon’s state radio put the 
casualty toll at 12 Israelis dead 
and 20 injured. Israeli military 
sources said as many as 10 Israelis 
died. 

An anonymous caller told the 
Lebanese radio station “Voice of 
Arab Lebanon” about an hour 
after the blast that the car bomb 
was driven by a member of the 
Lebanese national resistance in 
retaliation for a car bomb that kil- 
led 80 people Friday near a west 
Beirut mosque. The caller said 
there would be a longer statement 
later. 

Lebanese officials and leaders 
blame Israel for the Beirut bom- 
bing. which also injured over 200 
people. The Israelis vehemently 
denied the charge. 

An anonymous caller later said 
“Holy Warriors” launched the 
attack. 

The caller told a Western news 
agency in Beirut: “We affirm to 
our enemy (Israeli Prime Min- 


ister) Shimon Peres that we shall 
reply to his use of the iron fist aga- 
inst our people with the victorious 
and faithful fist of Hussein (gra- 
ndson of the Prophet Moh- 
ammad).” 

The caller said he spoke for AI 
Mujahideen. “The Holy War- 
riors.” 

In Metullah. on the Lebanese- 
Israeli border, an Israeli military 
source quoted by Reuter con- 
firmed the death of nine Israeli 
soldiers in Sunday’s attack. More 
than a dozen were wounded, the 
source said. 

In Tel Aviv, the Israeli army 
also confirmed the deaths and said 
the attack occurred a few hundred 
metres north of the Israeli border 
town of Metullah near a gate bet- 
ween Israel and Lebanon and at 
the same place where two Israeli 
soldiers were killed in a bomb 
blast on Feb. 1 0. 

Beirut Radio quoted police and 
other sources as saying that a Mer- 


cedes car with a lone occupant 
drove into the Israeli convoy on 
the Tal Al Enhass road io the Mar- 
jayoun Valley aboui 100 metres 
from the border gate. It said the 
car hit a truck full of Israeli sol- 
diers, and the explosion set fire io 
a number of Israeli vehicles. 

As the Fire spread, machinegun 
fire could be beard as the surviving 
Israelis reacted to the attack. Hel- 
icopters quickly appeared to take 
out the wounded and dead, res- 
idents or the area told the radio. 

The Lebanese “Voice of Leb- 
anon” radio said the driver of the 
explosive-laden car was killed 
immediately and the Israeli army 
sealed off the area immediately. 

According to the military sou- 
rce quoted by Renters, the suicide 
driver crashed his vehicle into an 
open-sided Israeli “Safari - troop 
truck approaching the checkpost. 

“The explosion was terrifying. 
There was a giant fire and then 
black smoke shot up,” Aina Bel- 
sky. manager of Metullah's Ara- 
zim Hotel, said in a telephone int- 
erview with the Associated Press. 
The hotel is about 300 metres 
from the blast site. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres was quoted as telling a gat- 
hering: “We had a very bad day 


today. Nine of our soldiers were 
killed” 

Metullah residents said the blast 
broke windows in the town. 

“There was an incredible exp- 
losion just a little before 2 p.m.. 
“hotelier Reuven Weinberg told 
Reuters by telephone from Mei- 
ullah.” I’ve heard a lot of exp- 
losions. but this one was really 
something.” 

There was no immediate word 
from Israeli authorities on the 
number of casualties. 

Sunday’s bombing creates fur- 
ther complications for Israel's 
multiparty government, w hich last 
week decided to implement the 
second stage of a three-phase plan 
to withdraw Israeli troops from 
Lebanon. 

It was the worn attack against 
Israeli troops in South Lebanon 
since the November 19S3 suicide 
bombing of Israeli military hea- 
dquarters in Tyre in which 29 Isr- 
aelis died. 

In that attack, a bomb-laden 
truck was driven into a compound 
where Israelis detained and que- 
stioned prisoners. 

Before Sunday’s attack, the Isr- 
aeli death toll in Lebanon since 

(Continued on page 2) 


P akistan jails 
5 for 25 years 


Khaddam winds up 



ISLAMABAD (R) — A military 
cotMt-tn-RawalpicdL Sundajr 1 Snr-'j 
teneed five dissidents to 25 years 
in jail for plotting against Pak- 
istan's military government, off- 
icial sources said. Thirteen other 
people were acquitted, the sources 
said. Military authorities ori- 
ginally accused the dissidents of 
being aided by Libya, but legal 
sources said references to Libya 
were later dropped. Last Wed- 
nesday a court in the Punjab pro- 
vince capital Lahore sentenced 54 
people accused of plotting against 
the government to 25 years imp- 
risonment. 

Shamir heads for 
Brussels, Canada 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir flew to 
Brussels Sunday to meet Eur- 
opean Community (EC) officials 
in a renewed effort to protect Isr- 
aeli farm produce from com- 
petition. Israel fears its agr- 
icultural exports to Europe will be 
harmed by the entry of Spain and 
Portugal into the community, sch- 
eduled for next year. From Bru- 
ssels Mr. Shamir will travel to 
Canada to meet Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney. 


BEIRUT (AP) — President Amin 
Gemayel and leaders of the main 
factions in his “national coalition” 
government met through a second 
day Sunday with Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam 
to dicuss political reforms and 
ways to end Lebanon's 1 0 years of 
violence. 

After the six-hour session, the 
participants said the discussions 
had been positive, but gave no 
details and announced no dec- 
isions. 

“Agreement has been reached 
on a number of issues,'’ Mr. Kha- 
ddam told reporters before lea- 
ving for Damascus. 

He mentioned the “security sit- 
uation.” which is a euphemism for 
the continuing violence in Beirut 
and elsewhere, the “role of the 
army,” and the emergency leg- 
islative decrees issued by the pre- 
vious prime minister. Shafiq Al 
Wazzan. before his government 
resigned a year ago. Critics of the 
government are demanding that 
the decrees be cancelled. 

Mr. Khaddam, Syria's expert on 
Lebanese affairs, had arrived Sat- 
urday and held three sessions with 
Mr. Gemayel and other Lebanese 
leaders. The talks lasted until 2 
a.m. Sunday, then resumed at 10. 


a.m. Sunday. 

They included Mr. GemayeFs 
two main critics. Socialist leader 
and Minister of Transport Walid 
Junblatt and ShPite Muslim leader 
and Minister of Justice Nabih 
Bern, as well as Prime Minister 
Rashid Karami. Other cabinet 
members were called in from time 
to time during the sessions. 

But a full meeting of the nine- 
man cabinet scheduled for 3:30 
pjn. (1330 GMT) without Mr. 
Khaddam was cancelled because 
two cabinet members were ill and 
a third was in South Lebanon. 

Mr. Beni called the weekend of 
discussions “positive,” but gave 
no clearer details of what was dec- 
ided. Mr. Junblatt said the talks 
had been “interesting as they 
removed a lot of obstacles.” but 
refused to elaborate. 

Mr. J unblatt and Mr. Beni have 
been boycotting cabinet meetings 
to demand implementation of pol- 
itical reforms to give Lebanon's 
Muslim majority a greater share in 
government. 

The reforms were promised 
when the present government 
took office 10 months ago. but 
leaders of the Christian minority 
have demanded fighting should 
cease before reforms can be made. 


Casualties mount in 
Iran-Iraq shellings 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) —’Civ- 
ilian casualties mounted Sunday 
as Gulf war attacks on settlements 
on both sides of the I ran- Iraq bor- 
der escalated- 

In Baghdad, the Iraqi News 
Agency ( INA) said Iran had been 
shelling the southern Iraqi port 
city of Basra intensively since 8 
p.m. (1700 GMT) Saturday night. 

Residents in Basra, contacted 
by telephone from Baghdad, said 
that since shells had been falling 
on average every 30 minutes on 
the city, Iraq's second largest with 
one million inhabitants. 

Reuter correspondent Tod 
Robertson reported from Basra 
that he counted the sound of some 
130 shells during the night. “Then 
the city was almost calm again at 
noon (0900 GMT) today when 
suddenly the shelling resumed at 
an average of two rounds a min- 
ute. But this lasted only a few 
minutes.” Robertson said. 

He quoted a retired Iraqi army 
officer as saying the Iranian art- 
illery fire was “irritant shelling to 
keep the people in a state of con- 
stant alert and confusion.” ' 

City officials told Robertson a 
number of Basra residents had 
been killed or wounded Sunday 
but that exact figures were not 


available. 

Tehran radio said Isfahan, anc- 
ient royal capital of Persia, was 
one of seven Iranian towns bom- 
bed by Iraqi planes or hit by long- 
range missiles Sunday. 

The Iranian national news age- 
ncy 1RNA reported later that an 
eighth city, the former oil refinery 
centre of Abadan, had also been 
hit Sunday by Iraqi bombers and 
long-range artillery. 

in a later dispatch on the attack 
on Isfahan. IRNA said Iraqi pla- 
nes hit' two areas of the city with 
rockeLs at 12:30 p.m. (0900 
GMT), w’ounding at least 15 peo- 
ple. 

Abadan, only a few kilometres 
from Iraq and a bustling oil ref- 
inery centre before the war. was 
bombed three times Sunday by- 
Iraqi planes, destroying many bui- 
ldings and sinning fires. IRNA 
reported. The Iraqis also pounded 
the city with artillery, it added. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
said its warplanes had hit a” naval 
target” near the main Iranian oil 
terminal of Kharg Island Sunday 
morning, its 37th such claim this 
year. There was no independent 
verification. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Gromyko welcomes 
Dumas to Moscow 


Karamanlis 


Bonn FDP faces crucial test in local polls... 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko wel- 
comed Roland Dumas. France’s 
minister for external relations, on 
his arrival in Moscow Sunday for 
talks beginning Monday,- on the 
eve of LLS.-Soviet arms neg- 
otiations. Mr. Gromyko was acc- 
ompanied by French Ambassador 
in Moscow Jean-Bernard Rai- 
mond to welcome Mr. Dumas 
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resigns 

ATHENS (R) — Greece's con- 
servative President Constantine 
Karamanlis. who nursed the cou- 
ntry back to democracy from mil- 
itary dictatorship, resigned Sun- 
day after rite ruling Socialist dec- 
ided not to back him for a further 
term. 

The resignation was announced 
in a statement by the president’s 
office. 

Mr. Karamanlis, 78, had said 
Saturday that he would not stand 
for a further term as president 

after the Pasok (Socialist) Party of 
■Prime -Minister Andreas Pap- 
andreou chose a candidate of its 
own to oppose him. 

Mr. Karamanlis became con- 
servative prime minister in 1974 
and nursed the country back to 
democracy following seven years 
of military rule. 

He became president in 1980, 
one year before the socialists 
swept to power amid anti-Western 
rhetoric. 

Prime Minister Papandreou 
Saturday sent a shockwave thr- 
ough Greek, politics by nom- 
inating a supreme court judge as 
his party’s presidential candidate. 

The president's office said Sun- 
day that Mr. Karamanlis had inf- 
ormed the speaker of parliament 
that he had resigned. 


BONN (R) — Voters in West Ber- 
lin and Saarland went to the polls 
Sunday for regional elections in 
which Chancellor Helmut KohPs 
junior coalition partners, the Free ' 
Democrats (FDP), are fighting tor 
their political future. 

Most political commentators 
say the liberal FDP faces an uphill 
struggle to win enough votes to 
stay in both state assemblies, 
where it now holds powerwith Dr. 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU) on the same basis as in 
Bonn. 

The FDP, whose performance 
could seal the fate of the main con- 
tenders, has faced a string of ele- 


ctoral defeats since it switched all- 
iance at national level from the 
Social Democrats (SPD) to Dr. 
Kohl's conservatives in 1982. 

Its task Sunday, two years into 
the federal coalition’s four-year 
term in Bonn, was to win the min- 
imum five per cent of the vote 
needed under electoral law to 
ensure continued representation 
in West Berlin and Saarland. 

Political analysts say failure to 
win five per cent of the vote would 
■raise serious doubt about the 
FOP’S political future and inc- 
rease pressure on Dr. Kohl from 
within the CDU to go for an abs- 
olute majority in the 1987 nat- 


ional elections. 

They also said the radical. 
anti-NATO Greens Party had a 
good chance of entering the Saa- 
rland state assembly for the first 
time and appeared set to double 
their share of the vote in West Ber- 
lin, where they campaign as the 
Alternative List (AL). to 14 per 
cent. 

Elections were also taking place 
for local councils in the state of 

Hesse and commentators said 

polls there, involving two-thirds of 
Sunday’s six million voters, could 
prove a more reliable pointer to 
national trends. 


.as do ruling Socialists in French districts 


PARIS (R) — The French voted 
Sunday in local council elections 
seen as a nationally important test 
of strength for both the ruling Soc- 
ialists and the extreme right-wing 
National Front. 

The elections, usually dom- 
inated by local issues, have been 
thrown into the national spotlight 
by the rise of National Front lea- 
der Jean-Marie le Pen. 

Mr. Le Peru whose blunt anti- 
immigrant rhetoric has caught 
traditional parties off guard, is 
confident his party will confirm hs 
strength after receiving It per 
cent of the vote in European ele- 
ctions last June. 

The Socialists, who could lose 


slim majorities in at least 1 4 of 1 00 
departments, hope to avoid swe- 
eping opposition gains in the last 
test before National Assembly 
elections next year. 

The Interior Ministry said early 
voting for the 1 ,950 departmental 
council seats at stake was slightly 
lower than in 1 982, when 32 per 
cent did not vote, but higher than 
in 1979. 

Political analysts say a high rate 
of absenteeism could handicap the 
efforts of Francois Mitterrand's 
Socialist Party to limit losses after 
a disastrous winter in the opinion 
polls. 

Because of France's two- round 
electoral system, results in most 


cantons will not be known until a 
second poll on March 1 7. 

The front is unlikely to win 
many cantons in the second round, 
which will be decided by a simple 
majority, but could perform well 
in Sunday's voting, particularly in 
the south. 

Prime Minister Laurent Fabius 
has said the election could be dif- 
ficult for the Socialists and last 
week called on voters to turn their 
backs on the extreme right-wing. 

“I call on everyone to go bey- 
ond traditional political divisions 
and build the largest possible unity 
to show that racism will not win in 
France " Mr. Fabius told a pol- 
itical rally. 



Black turbaned Sbeikh Mohammad Hussein Fad- west Beirut. Sheikh FadalUUi, believed to be a leader 

allah, surrounded by bodyguards, attends Sat- of a pro-Iranian party in Lebanon, escaped unhurt 

urday's funeral of victims of a bomb blast near in the blast (AP wirephoto) 


Masri delivers Hussein’s 
message to Sheikh Jaber 


K LAVA IT ( Agencies) — The emir 
of Kuwait. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah. Sunday rec- 
eived a message from His Majesty 
King Hussein on the current Arab 
situation and Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations in the light of 
the Feb. 1 1 agreement between 
Jordan and the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) on a 
formula for joint action towards 
settling the Palestinian problem, 
the Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra, said. 

It said the message, delivered by 
Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri. 
also dealt with future moves in the 
international arena towards sol- 
ving the Middle East conflict. 

Mr. Masri arrived earlier in the 
day from Muscat. Oman, w here he 
delhered a similar message from 
King Hussein to Sultan Oaboos 
Ibn Said. 

.Mr. Masri told reporters in 


Muscat, the message he gave the 
Sultan dealt with latest dev- 
elopments in the Arab World, and 
especially in the Palestinian issue. 

Mr. Masri said he hoped Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 
could bring the American point of 
view closer to that of the Arabs in 
his talks in Washington this week. 
He said that the PLO has asked for 
clarifications on certain clauses of 
the accord rather than for ame- 
ndments. “Two clauses of the agr- 
eement have now been int- 
erpreted in a way that satisfies 
both sides.” he added. 

The King's messages to Sultan 
i taboos ~nd She : kh Jaber are pan 
of a series of messages he sent to 
the Gulf Arab ieaders. Mr. Masri 
delivered the messages to the lea- 
ders of South and North Yemen. 
Bahrain and Qatar before arriving 
in Muscat on Saturday. 


Austrian 
minister 
arrives - 
in Amman 

AMMAN U.T.) — Austrian For- 
eign Minister Leopold Grat 2 arr- 
ived Sunday on a four-day visit to 
Jordan during which he is exp- 
ected to discuss the latest Middle 
East peace initiatives and discuss 
bilateral issues. 

Austrian Foreign Ministry off- 
icials quoted by Reuter in a dis- 
patch from Vienna said Mr. Gratz 
was not seeking a role for neutral 
Austria in the present peace 
moves, in which Jordan is playing 
a central part. 

Mr. Gratz is due to hold talks 
with Foreign Minister Taher AI 
Masri and will be received by His 
Majesty King Hussein. 


Mubarak to seek active Reagan 


role in new Mideast initiative 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak will this week seek to involve 
President Reagan more actively in 
a new Middle East peace ini- 
tiative. 

The Egyptian leader, who arr- 
ived in Washington Saturday, 
wants Mr. Reagan to begin talks 
with a joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
team to pave the way for direct 
negotiations with Israel. 

The talks would deal with an 
agreement between Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO | for peace in exc- 
hange for an Israeli withdrawal 
from occupied Arab land. 

Mr. Mub3rak. who meets with 
Mr. Reagan on Tuesday, is also 
seeking more economic aid this 
year — reportedly S870 million — 
in addition to the $2.2 billion in 
economic and military aid Con- 
gress has already voted- 

Mr. Mubarak’s trip comes amid 
a flurry of peace activity in the 


Middle East that U.S. officials 
consider encouraging. 

On Thursday. Mr. Mubarak 
asked French President Francois 
Mitterrand to open a dialogue 
with the PLO. the semi-official 
Cairo newspaper. AJ Ah ram, rep- 
orted Sunday. 

Mr. Mubarak made the request 
when the two met in Paris, the 
newspaper said, and it w'as int- 
ended to lend momentum to the 
peace process because of France's 
influence within the European 
Community. 

In the past, the Reagan adm- 
inistration resisted Arab calls for 
the United States to adopt a 
high-profile role in the Middle 
East. 

But the Egyptian leader's for- 
eign affairs adviser told a U.S. tel- 
evision interviewer Saturday: 
"We would like the White House 
to be actively involved in the 
peace process because... there is 
an opportunity for peace." 


Mr. Mubarak's effort follows 
the Feb. 1 1 agreement between 
Jordan and the PLO on a joint 
framework for peace. 

Mr. Mubarak is scheduled io 
meet with U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz. Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger and members 
of Congress on Monday. He plans 
to meet President Ronald Reagan 
at the White House Tuesday and 
return to Egypt the following day. 

After leaving Washington. Mr. 
Mubarak is to travel to London 
and Rome to rally support for his 
plan as well as the Feb. 1 1 accord. 

In Cairo. West German Def- 
ence Minister Manfred Woemer 
Sunday praised President Mub- 
arak's proposals as a step in the 
right direction. 

West Germany viewed Mr. 
Mubarak's recent proposals as “a 
step in the right direction which 
might prove able in overcome the 
standstill in the Middle East.” Mr. 
Woemer told a news conference. 


Israelis silent over contacts with 
Egypt on Mubarak’s proposals 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
officials Sunday kepi a veil a sec- 
recy over repons of contacts with 
Cairo about Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak's Middle East 
peace initiative. 

Senior officials declined to 
comment on local radio reports 
that Mr. Mubarak has suggested a 
summit with Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres and has briefed 
Israel on his latest peace efforts. 

But in Cairo, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said Egypt’s pos- 
ition on holding a summit between 
President Mubarak and Mr. Peres, 
are unchanged. 

“The position of Egypt has not 
changed, which is... that Egypt 
does not object to such a summit 
on condition that it is well- 
prepared to ensure that it is suc- 
cessful.” the official. Mohsen 
Fahmi. told Reuters. 

Mr. Fahmi. a senior aide to the 
foreign minister, had been asked 
to comment on the unofficial rep- 
orts from Israel that Mr. Mubarak 
had suggested a summit with Mr. 
Peres and had briefed Israel on his 
l3resr Middle East peace pro- 
posals. 


Israeli army radio has said that 
Mr. Mubarak proposed meeting 
Mr. Peres after he, Mr. Mubarak, 
returns from his cun-ent visit to 
Washington. 

Mr. Mubarak meets President 
Reagan on Tuesday and will try to 
convince the U.S. administration 
to adopt his proposal for starting 
dialogue with a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian team as a first step to 
an international conference on the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Peres said Saturday that 
efforts to launch peace talks faced 
great difficulties including lsraers 
rejection of negotiations with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

"I admit from the outset that 
this is an extremely complex sit- 
uation. On a very small strip of 
land there is a Jewish state, there is 
a Palestinian people, there is no 
easy solution.” he said in a speech 
to an audience of 300 members of 
the United Jewish appeal. 

But. in his 25-minute speech. 
Mr. Peres reiterated Isracfs ref- 
usal to negotiate with the PLO. 
■the main point of disagreement 
between Israel and President 


Mubarak's proposals. 

Mr. Peres’ chief rival in the bip- 
artisan government. Foreign Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir, was more 
sharply critical of Mr. Mubarak's 
peace moves in an Israeli Radio 
interview broadcast Saturday. He 
said that Egypt was only trying to 
improve relations with Jordan and 
the PLO and he dismissed Mr. 
Mubarak's efforts as a movement 
away from peace. 

Mr. Shamir said earlier in the 
week that he believed Mr. Mub- 
arak would try to convince Was- 
hington to reverse its policy of not 
speaking with the PLO. 

Mr. Shamir's Likud Party is 
committed to maintaining Israeli 
occupation over the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 
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Numeiri: Muslim group 
plotting coup in Sudan 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — President Jaafar Num- 
eiri said Sunday a Muslim group was plotting a 
take-over in Sudan and he promised measures to foil 
it. 


Mr. Numeiri. broadcasting on 
Omdurman Radio, did not name 
the group or a foreign power 
which he said was arming it. 

But a crackdown appeared lik- 
ely against the Muslim Bro- 
therhood. formally banned as a 
political party but influential in 
government in the months just 
after Mr. Numeiri introduced Sha- 
ria (Islamic Law) in September 
19*3. 

Mr. Numeiri said the uni- 
dentified subversive group app- 
eared publicly under such names 
a> "Islamic From" and "Islamic 
Trend." These are known Bro- 
therhood organisations. 

He said the group operated 
-"under the guise of Islam." It was 
forming "paramilitary formations 
as brigades and companies" and 
(raining students to fight with 
clubs, stones and iron bars and rid 
Khartoum University of opp- 
onents. 


He said documents seized by 
security forces showed that the 
group was "seeking to contain the 
regime and claim credit for the 
application of Islamic Sharia in 
Sudan." 

Although Muslim Brothers 
appeared to influence Mr. Num- 
eiri s government at the time he 
imposed Sharia, he has more rec- 
ently repeatedly accused them of 
trying to infilrrate government ins- 
titutions in order to gain power. 

He said the group accused Sun- 
day was to blame for recent stu- 
dent disturbances which led to the 
indefinite closure of Khartoum 
University. 

Libya, with Marxist Ethiopia, 
has in the past been accused by 
Mr. Numeiri of subverting his 
government. He said Sunday that 
the unnamed foreign power that 
was helping the alleged sub- 
versives "claims to be an Islamic 
country." 


Non-Muslim minorities in 

Sudan have complained bitterly 
about Mr. Numeiri' s imposition of 
Islamic Law. Its application tri- 
ggered a civil war in southern 
Sudan, where the population is 
mainly Christian and animist. 

The United States. Sudan's lar- 
gest aid donor, and other Western 
countries also have expressed 
concern about the imposition of 
Islamic Law. 


One group with widespread 
membership among university 
students is the banned Republican 
Brothers, which bases its ideology 
on reinterpreting Islam in a mod- 
em fashion and opposing Mr. 
Numeiri's method of imp- 
lementation of Islamic Law. 


The Republican Brothers' lea- 
der. 7b-year-old Mohammad 
Mahmoud Taha. was executed in 
January after being convicted of 
heresy and of distributing leaflets 
opposing Muslim Law. At the 
time, about 400 people, including 
several sympathetic student lea- 
ders at Khartoum University, 
were rounded up as a security pre- 
caution. 


9 Israeli soldiers killed in suicide blast 


(Continued from page 1) 


the 19*2 invasion stood at 620. 

Both Sunday's blast and the 
Feb. 10 attack occurred on ter- 
ritory controlled by a pro- Israeli 
militia before the Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon in June 19*2. Israeli 
soldiers have not been killed that 
close to the border since 19*1. 


Sunday’s bombing followed an 
Israeli clampdown on villages in 
South Lebanon and restrictions on 
Lebanese traffic aimed at pre- 


venting suicide attacks. The res- 
trictions forbid Lebanese vehicles 
trom carrying less than two peo- 
ple. 

Last month, an explosion killed 
two Israeli soldiers near the int- 
ernational border, raising fears 
Lebanese resistance men could 
strike at nonhem Israel after the 
army left. 

Later on Sunday. Israeli hel- 
icopters machine-gunned civilians 
crossing the Israeli “front-line" 
along side-roads north of Tyre, 
wounding two. security sources 


said. 

Israeli tanks simultaneously 
fired eight shells into orchards and 
orange groves in the same area 
north of the ( Jasmiyeh bridge, the 
sources said. No casualties were 
reported. 

Israeli bulldozers then pushed 
up earth barriers to seal off the 
side-roads, which have often been 
the only possible route for Leb- 
anese travelling to and from the 
Tyre region since Israeli troops 
withdrew from the Sidon area last 
month. 


Casualties mount in Gulf shellings 


(Continued from page 1) 

So far. Iran has retaliated for 
Iraqi raids by shelling the southern 
Iraqi port city of Basra and with 
air attacks against five other Iraqi 
targets, all close to the border. 

“Now that Isfahan has been 
bombed. Iran may now feel obl- 
iged. after promising blow- 
for-blow. to strike deeper into 
Iraq and this in turn could lead to a 
bombing of the two capitals, Teh- 
ran and Baghdad." one diplomat 
here said. 

Iranian Prime Minister Hussein 
Musavi said Sunday Iran has dec- 
ided to continue the war "even if 
the war lasts for 20 years we will 
remain steadfast." 

The fresh attacks showed no 
signs of easing despite an appeal 
by U.N. Secretary- General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar for both sides to 
end strikes on civilians by 2359 
GMT Monday. 

A U.N. spokesman said Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar's appeal, the sec- 
ond in four davs. was delivered to 


the U.N. envoys of the two cou- 
ntries' for transmission to Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
and President Ali Khamenei of 
Iran. The text was not made pub- 
lic. 

In his message. Mr. Perez dc 
Cuellar said he was dismayed that 
his most recent appeal last Wed- 
nesday had not brought the att- 
acks to a halt. 

He said he was convinced they 
must stop, whatever the pro- 
vocation. the spokesman said. 

The secretary general of the 
45-nation Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) appealed Sat- 
urday to Iran and Iraq to bring an 
immediate halt to their bom- 
bardment of each other’s civilian 
areas. 

Sharifuddim Pir Zadeh said the 
latest escalation in the Gulf war 
"deeply worries the Arab Nation 
and is a grave threat not only to 
the peace and security of the reg- 
ion. but to Lhe unity and solidarity 
of the Islamic nations." 


Mr. Pir Zadeh urged the war- 
ring powers to adhere to a recent 
OIC foreign ministers behest. 

In Cairo.- the grand sheikh of Al 
Azhar. one of Islam’s most rev- 
ered authorities. Sunday urged 
Iranian revolutionary leader Aya- 
tollah Ruhotlah Khomeini to end 
the war. 


In a message to Ayatollah 
Khomeini. Sheikh Gad AJ-Haq 
said: "The consciences of all Mus- 
lims in the world reject this pro- 
longed war between Iran and Iraq 
which has taken many lives and 
the impact of which has reflected 
adversely on the Muslim W’orld." 

"I urge you to be guided by the 
Book of God and to feel res- 
ponsible for the innocent lives that 
are being shed and remember the 
words of the Almighty that 'God 
forgives those who repent'." She- 
ikh Gad said in his message, the 
text of which was issued by 
Egypt's Middle East News Age- 
ncy (MENA). 



KHADDAM IN BIKFAYA: Lebanese Pre- ian Vice-President Abdul Halim Khaddam (right), 
sident Amin Gemayel (left) walks at his summer Mr. Khaddam arrived for talks with Lebanese off- 
presidential palace in BQcfaya, Lebanon, with Syr- icials to end Lebanon’s civil war (AP wire photo) 


Qatari leader arrives in Turkey 


ANKARA (Agencies) — The 
emir of <Jaiar. Sheikh Khalifa Ibn 
Hamad Al Thani. arrived Sunday 
on an official visit during which he 
will discuss the possibility of bui- 
lding a pipeline to carry natural 
gas from his Gulf state to Western 
Europe through Turkey, the For- 
eign Ministry said. 

The idea was first mentioned 
when Turkish Foreign Minister 
Vahit Halefoglu visited Oatar last 
month. He said then the plan to 
tap Oatar' s huge gas reserves was 
at a preliminary stage. 

The emir’s talks with President 
Kenan Evren. who greeted him at 
the airport, will also cover bil- 
ateral and regional issues inc- 
luding the Iran-Iraq war. officials 
said. 

Turkey's expons to Oatar for 
the first 1 1 months of I9S4 were 
worth S7.7 million while imports 
from the Gulf state stood at aro- 
und S10 million, they said. 

The emir was accompanied by 
Finance and Petroleum Minister 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz lbn Khalifa Al 
Thani. Minister of Slate for For- 
eign Affairs Sheikh Ahmad Ibn 
Seif Al Thani and Information 
Minister Issa Ghanim Al Kawari. 

He will visit Turkey's Aselsan 
Military Electronics Factory 
Monday, go to Istanbul on Tue- 
sday and fly home the next day. 

The emir Said' in an airport sta- 
tement: •'‘The promotion of our 
bilateral- relations Is not only to the 
advantage of both countries but 
also to Lhe good of the .Islamic 
World." 

Sheikh Khalifa praised Tur- 
key’s approach to what he termed 


the problems of the Arab World 
and said the Islamic World was 
passing through a critical phase. 

Solidarity was necessary among 
the peoples of the Islamic cou- 
ntries. he said. 

Arab diplomatic sources in 
Doha said the visit and talks with 
Turkish leaders would focus on 
• latar’s continued efforts to bring 
the 53-month-old Iran-Iraq war 
to an end. 

Turkey, these diplomats noted, 
has been using its good ties with 
both warring sides in an attempt to 
arrange a cease-fire and a neg- 
otiated settlement to the conflict. 

Sheikh Khalifa was quoted as 
praising Turkey for its good rel- 
ations with the Arab countries, 
based on "Islamic bonds.” 

The emir lauded Turkey's eff- 
orts to close the vast gap between 
Iraq and Iran, urging the Turkish 
leadership to carry on these eff- 
orts. 

Speaking to local newspapers 
Sheikh Khalifa also said that “my 
biggest hope is that Turkey's eff- 
orts. a. -mg with the efforts of the 
Arab countries and the Islamic 
slates, will succeed in achieving a 
settlement to this (Iran-Iraq) ter- 
rific war.” 

He warned that a continuation 
of that war was threatening sta- 
bility. security and economic con- 
ditions of the entire Gulf region. 

He was obviously alluding to 
the so-called tanker war. an off- 
shoot of the conflict, that involved 
air attacks by both Iraq and Iran 
on Arab and other oil tankers ply- 
ing Gulf sea lanes. 

The Iraqis have vowed to block 


Egypt plans to attract summer vacationers 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has stopped 
granting licences for new five-star 
hotels in big cities and is con- 
centrating on building more sea- 
side tourist villages to attract sun- 
seeking visitors. 

Minister of Tourism Wagih Shi- 
ndi told a press conference Sun- 
day: "The ministry stopped giving 
licence for any five-star hotels in 
big cities, the concentration now is 
on tourisi villages and two and 
three -star hotels" in beach res- 


orts. 

Egypt, despite Mediterranean 
and Red Sea beaches, does not 
attract a significant share of sum- 
mer holidaiy tourists. 

Mr. Shindi said: “Beach resorts 
are not exploited enough... When 
the temperature in Western Eur- 
ope is minus 20 degrees cen- 
tigrade. it is plus 20 degrees in the 
Red Sea resorts." 

Statistics show that the number 
of hotels has increased by 240 per 


cent since 1974. whenrthe country 
introduced an "open-door’" eco- 
nomic policy. Most of the hotels 
are in Cairo or the cities where 
historical monuments are located. 

Mr. Shindi said tourism earned 
Egypt one billion U.S. dollars in 
19*4 from some 1.5 million for- 
eign visitors but only 25 per cent 
of this found its way into the ban- 
king system, with the rest cha- 
nnelled into the illegal free mar- 
ket. 
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* Jordan's photos at University of Jor- 
dan Library. 


* Chinese book exhibition at University 
of Jordan Librarv. 


* An exhibition of local engineering 
industries at the University of Jordan's 
Faculty of Engineering. 


■ An exhibition of plastic art by the Jor- 
danian anist Mrs. Janet Junblall at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 


* An exhibition of Korean photographs 
and traditional handicrafts at Yarmouk 
University. 


FILM 


FoBdonr Museum: Jewelry and oos- 
tumes oxer 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Mndaba and Jerash (4th to I8th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. Tel. 51760. 

Jordan Arc hae otagic al Maw Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al Qafa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a_m. - 5 .00 pm. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 am 
4.00 pm). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National GaOny: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries anrf a 
coQrcuon of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Munuzah, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours; 10.00 am 
1.30 pm and 3.30 pm - 6.00 pm 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Spons City. 'Amman. Opening hours 9 
am-1 pm Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


Regular-Cine ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 


Thu information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormadon department at the Queen ABa 
International Airport teL (08) 53250. 
w here it should always be verified. 


— Nieano Mara 

— NikosN 

— Miail Mushfiq 

— Ibn Quuibah 

— Petra Scbue 

— Elarish 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Td: 
22324 (su lines) at your sen-ice. 


ARRIVALS 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


' "Civilisation" at 6:30 p.m. at the Bri- 
tish CounciL 


LECTURE 


CHURCHES 


* "The excavations at Khirbct es Samra 
near Zarka. 19M-19R4" by Pere 
Jean-Bapuae Humbert at 6:00 pm. at 
the French Cultural Centre 


MUSICAL 


* “Oliver!" at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre at 5:30 and 7:30 pm. 
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St- Jowpb Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. teL 24590. 

Church of the Ainacinliw (Roman 
Catholic I Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

De 1 Sale Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Chmreh of the A—wwiati ou (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdaii, 23541. 

4u tf r. an Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman 25383. 
Anaeata Cathode Church Ashiafieh. 
771331. 

Armiuiam Orthodox Church Aahrafich, 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Aihrafieh. 771751. 

Asamm International Church (Inters 
denomination*]): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Sbmeisam. 816534. 
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Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


it win be fresh, with southeasterly mod- 
est® winds. In Aqaba, if win be hazy, 
with northerly fresh winds and seas 
eafrn. - ■ 
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Kuwait (RJ) 

— Damascus. Larnaca (RJ) 

Dhahran (RJ) 

Doha, Muscat (RJ) 

. Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


Lowlbigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 3/18 

Aqaba 11/26 

Deserts 2/19 

Jordan Valley 1W25 


... Jeddah (RJ) 
— Dubai (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

. Baghdad (RJ) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 18, Aqaba 27. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 20 per cent, Aqaba 60 
percent. 


Iraqi port is now 
hardened by battle 

Persia™ aggressive she- 


S' 

'■S' 


Iranian oil exports, as a means of 
weakening the Persian country’s 
war efforts. And the Iranians thr- 
eatened that the Gulf tanker rou- 
tes be either safe for their own 
shipping or be "unsafe for ail” 
countries of the region. 

Also on the agenda was the 
Cypriot problem, officials here 
said, noting that Sheikh Khalifa 
was concerned mainly because 
recent efforts by the U.N. sec- 
retary general have failed to pro- 
duce a solution between the 
Turkish-Cypriots and the 
Greek-Cypriots in the Med- 
iterranean island state. 

Turkey supports the northern 
sector of Cyprus, while Greece has 
been backing the Greek-Cypriot 
pan of the divided island. 

Sheikh Khalifa expressed hopes 
the two segments of the Cypriot 
population would reach a solution 
acceptable to all. through U.N. 
mediation. 

The island state, he said, is close 
to the Arab region in the east 
Mediterranean and its troubles 
often have “echo in the entire 
Middle East.” 

In Ankara. President Evren 
told the Oatar News Agency in an 
interview that the visit of Sheikh 
Khalifa “will consolidate ties of 
friendship" between Turkey and 
Qatar. 

-jHe said that the Iran-Iraq war 
.vyas a "factor of instabpity .thr- 
eatening not., merely our region 
but the whole world *v» well.” 

Mr. Evren pledged more efforts 
in support of peace mediation bids 
between the warring countries of 
the Gulf. 


BASRA (R) — The city of Basra, 
fraq’sm&in port until the Gulf war 
with Iran broke out in 19*0. is 
now hardened by battle. 

The city of one million people 
lies only 20 kilometres west of the 
Iranian front lines and the last five 
days have proved it aa easy target 
for Iranian artillery. 

On the first night of shelling last 
Tuesday, few residents of the city 
centre took seriously Iran’s war- 
nings of renewed bombardments. 
Within minutes of the first barrage 
subsiding, a wedding party drove 
wildly through the streets, singing 
and laughing from the windows of 
their cars. 

Later, however, the authorities 
imposed a round-the-clock curfew 
after Iranian warnings and res- 
idents huddled in basements and 
shelters. 

On Thursday alone, shells cra- 
shed into the city for more than 1 1 
hours, sometimes landing at the 
rate of one every 20 seconds. 

The shelling of Basra has been 
part of a spiralling series of attacks 
on towns and cities by both Iran 
and Iraq over the last week which 
appears to have demolished a 
nine-month-old agreement, spo- 
nsored by the U.N.. to avoid civ- 
ilian targets. 

The curfew in Basra was lifted 
on Friday and residents emerged 
cautiously only to face renewed 
Iranian artillery fire which killed 
at least seven people and wounded 
30. 

One of those who ventured out 
on Friday, listless after so long 
underground, was a nine-year-old 
boy called Wafiq, keen to get back 
on his bicycle. Now he is in the 
city's teaching hospital with shr- 
apnel in his stomach. 

A 21 -year-old woman, Mun- 
taha Hatiq, also suffered stomach 
wounds. She told reporters her car 
took a direct hit as she sped home. 
firom work in oilfields north of the 
city. 

Also in the hospital is Taghrid 
Abdul Qadir, a 15-year-old girl 
who told reporters three of her fri- 
ends were killed and seven wou- 
nded when a shell hit their nei- 
ghbourhood shortly after Friday 
prayers. 

An Iraqi photographer told 
Reuters he happened upon the 
decapitated body of a woman, a 
scene so grisly that he could .not 
bring himself to take a picture. 

As the tit-for-tat. attacks con- 
tinue,- residents have learned 
when to expect an Iranian bar- 
rage. Hotel managers warn their 
guests to take cover whenever the 
radio news reports that Iraq has 
launched- attacks on Iranian tar- 
gets, knowing Iranian retaliation 
is likely. 

Civil defence sirens waQ in war- 
ning. 

A trip round the city on Thu- 
rsday evening, after some of the 
worst shelling, indicated that 
damage was not heavy in the cen- 
tre. Officials said suburbs closer to 
Iranian lines, however, had suf- 
fered widespread destruction. 

Even when the shelling stops, 
there are reminders everywhere 
that this is a city at war. 

At a busy intersection, a two- 
storey building has been con- 
verted into a Museum of the mar- 


tyre of the Persia® aggressive she- 

Ul A* hotchpotch collection of war 
memorabilia such as 
dramatically-arranged pieces of 

shrapnel or twisted automobiles A' 
stahd on concrete pedestals. 

As in most Iraqi cities, pictures 
of President Saddam Hussem 
adorn every other business est- 
ablishment and street corner. 

Bui while other cities depict the 
leader in neat business attire or 
crisp military uniform. Basra dis- 
plays large posters of Mr. Hussein 
ready for battle, wearing a combat 
helmet and battle fatigues, a pistol 
at his side. 

Ghost towns 

’ In Iran every day as dusk app- 
roaches. the residents of towns 
and cities in southern Iran pack up^ * 

their most precious belongings 
and take to the fields or outlying 
villages. 

Reached by telephone, res- 
idents of towns within range of 
Iraq’s devastating surface- 
to-surface missiles and marauding 
bombers say houses are empty by 
nightfall. 

Khorramabad is now described 
as a ghost town by nighL. Res- 
idents of the steel and oil city of 
Ahwaz. also on the list of 30 tar- 
gets Iraq h£s threatened to attack, 
said many people move outside 
the city limits before dark and 
pitch tents for the night. 

In Dezful. a city bombarded by 
□early 140 long-range Iraqi mis- " 
siles since the war erupted in 
19*0. people are well accustomed 
to attacks. They take to sturdy cel- 
lars or do-it-yourself shelters. 

Even so. 19 residents of Dezful 
have been killed in the past six 
days, according to the Iranian 
media. Newspapers have carried 
photographs of whole rows of 
houses demolished and dcjpp cra- 
ters pockmarking the dust- 
covered roads. 

“People are worried.” a bank 
official in Ahwaz told Reuters by 
phone . “ If they have the money to ™ 

geL out. they go. Only those who p 
cannot afford it stay behind and # 1 .?- 

they know they can expect death.” 

Residents listen to Baghdad ** 

Radio to see whether they are to 
be among Iraq’s next targets, he 
said. "But sometimes Iraq says his. “ ' 
going to hit Ahwaz. and then.does .. ■ 
not." 

' Iraq also appears to .have swi- — 
tched from night raids to. daylight 
attacks to catch residents after — 

they have returned to work in ■- 

urban centres. ^ 

An Ahwaz doctor said the rush — 

to get out started several days ago. 

Few patients show up now at his 7! 
surgery but he said he was staying 
on. 

Government officials and Mus- 
lim leaders have urged residents to > . 

stick it out. 

Revolutionary and spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho- 
meini said Saturday Iraqi atmeks 
would have no effect on the will of 
Iranians to continue the war. 

But while many residents have 
fled the south, the rush appears to 
have been nowhere as big as dur- 
ing previous escalations over the 
past four and a half years, if only 
because most of those who could 
do so had already left. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 

emergencies 24M4 


Ambulance — i 193, 775 m 

Ftmaid. fire, police 199 

Bloodbank 775121 

Q«I Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111.37777 

robot h e adquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electro Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 77U2S-R 

Queen Alia InL Airport _ (08) 53333 


Dr. Anwar Aqrabawi 24696 

Mreish pharmacy 770910 

Nahxnikh pharmacy 23672 

Ftras pharmacy 661912 

Al Salam pharmacy 36730 

Al Atta'a pharmacy 777712 


TAXIS: 

Jerusalem taxi 

Tamer taxi 

Khaled taxi 

Kurdi taxi 

Waddah taxi ...... 


39655 

666417 

23715 

H41 309 

812454 


HOSPITALS 


Hu^ Medica! Centre - 813813-32 
Khalldi Maternity. J. Amn 44''R1_4 
AHeh Maternity. J. Amman . 42441 
Jabal A mman Maternity 421117 

Mallu».J. Amman 36140 

Palestine. Shmehani 664171-4 

S hme t t a m Hospital 669131 

Univeniiy Hospital R45«4« 

Dar Al-SUfa. J. Hussem . " ™ 667I5S 

AJ-Munsber Hospital 66722?3 

The I slami c , Abdaii 665292 

Al-AhIL Abdaii 

hafiaa, Al-Muhafrecn 777101-3 

7751 

Array, Malta 916]J 


IRBED 

Dr. Abdui Majeed Al Sabaheen . (— ) 
Magnayreh pharmacy 242038 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hisham Heyasax 

Al Shifa' pharmacy .... 


982440 

— ■ (-1 


general 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Musa A. Bashir 


675487 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan .... . 

oFTouri^ 

Hotel complaints . 

Pnce complaints . 

Telephone: 

Information . 

S abk : or telegnui, ..I 

Repair service 


market prices 


.. Upperfiovtcr pric 


Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans — — • 

Broad bca^ _ _ 

Cabba*: ^ 

Chestnut 

Carrot (yellow) J” 

Carrot (black) 

Cauliflower . “ 

Cucumber (luge) 

Cwinnber (small) *" 

Eggplant (large) — 

Eggplant (small; ... 

Garlic , 

Grapefruit. - ’ 

Lemon ' 


.’Ssr^ 

280/240 
240 / 210 
270/240 
J8Q/140 
130/100 
600/540 
140/110 
160 / 120 
90/ 60 
140/100 
200/ 170 
150/100 
130/100 
150/120 
190/160 
140/HO 


Mandarin ■ 

Murrain 1 


(large) 

9“0o (drv) — *' 


x? 0 " t*y) — 
X*® (green) . 

(Abu Surra) " 

isCS,: 

Spinach — 

Tomatoes 1 ~~” 

Turnip N 


100/ 70 

250/200 
•— - 170/140 
140/100 
— — . 230/180 
— 180/150 
— 140/100 
--..-300/270 
- — 190/160 
70/ 70 

600/, 550 

600/540 

.680 / 600 

140/ 100 

---. 70/ 50 
— 80/ 50 
180/. 140 

—.130/100 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lawzi, envoy discuss Gulf war 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahjnaa Lawn Sunday received the Iraqi Ambassador in Amman 
Ibramm Sbuja’ Sultan and discussed the Iranian shelling of the 
Iraqi city of Basra, the effects of such a practice m escalating the 
war and the consequences for the Arab Nation and the whole 
region. 

Fayez receives Iraqi ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Akef A1 Fayez Sunday received the Iraqi Ambassador in Amman 
Ibrahim Shuja’ Sultan for discussions on bilateral »nH par- 
liamentary relations between the two countries. 

WHO delegation due next month 

AMMAN (Petra) — A World Health Organisation (WHQ) 
three-member team is due here at the beginning of April on a 
seven-day visit to Jordan upon an invitation from the Ministry of 
Health. During their visit the team and the Health Ministry wfll 
make a joint revision and evaluation of the ministry’s programmes 
during the past five years. The two sides will discuss the major 
policies and trends in the national health development pro- 
gramme and will prepare a Jordanian health programme to be 
incorporated in the WHO budget for the next period. 

Court sentences embezzlers 

AMMAN (PetTa) — The military court* has sentenced Bassam 
Mohammad Abdul Raheem to five years imprisonment with hard 
labour and fined him the sum of JD 5J280 for embezzling public 
funds by forging official documents. The court also sentenced 
Helal Salah Suleiman to two and a half years in orison on a similar 
charge. Mohammad Qasem Khader Derbas received two and a 
half years imprisonment with hard labour while Fuad Mustafa 
Hassan Oihraan was sentenced to one and a half years imp 1 - 
risonment with hard labour for embezzlement. The military gov- 
ernor endorsed the sentences. 



THE HONG KONG EXPERIENCE: A Jordanian dd- 

' egation representing the local press and tourist offices has returned 
home from a familiarisation trip to Hong Kong, organised by the Gulf 
Air airline office In Amman. During the week-long-visit the delegation 
members were taken on a^toib 1 of the islands around' the Chinese 
mainland and were acqmuritMwith various tourist and thihuhdacf - 1 
ivities. ‘ 5 • ■' ' ■' - • 1 



Queen praises women’s advisory centre 

Noor inaugurates BPWC 
consulting services office 


By Rang Sabbagh 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday ina- 
ugurated the Business and Professional Women’s 
Club of Amman (BPWC) Consulting Office for 
Women and expressed her hope that the new con- 
sulting service will serve women in. the community 
who have never been reached or assisted before this 
project was initiated. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday tows a clothes 
factory m anag e d by a woman after the Queen ina- 
ugurated the Consulting Office for Women run by 


the Business and Professional Women’s Club of 
Amman (Petra photo) 


Development of Lejun to start soon 


AMMAN (Petra) — Work on/a'tftates Agency for International 


project for curbing the enc- 
roachment of deserts on arable 
land wDl start in the Lejun area of 
southern Jordan by the end of this 
month, the Ministry of Planning 
announced Sunday. 

The announcement said that the 
project, expected to cost SI. 680 
million, will be financed by Jordan 
which will pay 5800,000, the Arab 
Gulf programme for helping Uni- 
ted Nations organisations dev- 
elopment schemes and the United 


Development (USAID), will each 
contribute S 400, 000 and the Uni- 
ted Nations Environment Pro- 
gramme (UNEP) will finance 
580,000 towards the scheme. 

The project will be carried out 
on a 50,000 dunum area of land 
that can be extended to one mil- 
lion dunums in two years’ time, a 
ministry spokesman said. 

He said the project emails dev- 
eloping pastures in the area, dri- 
lling artesian wells, increasing the 


vegetation, organising grazing and 
encouraging animal husbandry 
projects, especially stockbreeding 
with the purpose of developing 
local communities and curbing the 
emigration of Jordanians from 
rural to urban regions. 

The project, which is designed 
to help stem desertification in Jor- 
dan, will be carried out in coo- 
peration with a number of gov- 
ernment agencies in Jordan esp- 
ecially the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature. 


Jordanian, Arab and American doctors 
discuss hypertension via satellite 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Royal Medical Ser- 
vices (RMS) Director Major Gen- 
eral Da'oud Hanania Sunday str- 
essed the necessity of setting upon 
integrated national scheme to 
‘contain* the spread of hyp- 
ertension. 

Speaking to reporters after att- 
ending a World net live satellite 
audio-video telepress conference 
aimed to guide practising phy- 
sicians and health professionals on 
latest advances in the care hyp- 
ertensive patients 'and high blood 
pressure control. 

Dr. Hanania said: “Estimated 
figures show that about 15 per 
cent of Jordan's population have 
hypertension in one way or ano- 
ther”, and this pilot via-satelihe 
connection with international 
pioneering doctors' gave us the 
opportunity to be acquainted with 
the latest anti-hypertension adv- 


ances. He emphasised the need to 
assess the volume of hypertension 
on all levels and in its preliminary 
stages, especially among children. 
“To control this disorder, people 
must undertake blood tests twice a 
year.” 

The live press conference which 
is sponsored and organised by the 
United States Information age- 
ncy (USIA) connected six pro- 
minent American doctors sim- 
ultaneously with six Arab capitals 
via audi-video satellite tra- 
nsmission. They discussed and 
explained subjects on cardiology 
conduction, community health in 
addition to hypertension. 

Dr. William T. Friedwold. Dr. 
Neraat O. Borhani, Dr. Eliot Cor- 
day. Dr. Robert Tarazi and Mic- 
hael Debakey also responded to 
doctors' Inquiries in Jordan, 
■Egypt, the United Arab Erptrates 
(UAE). Morocco. Kuwait and 
Bahrain. 


National specialists 

The Jordanian participants rep- 
resented by Dr. Hanania. Dr. 
Fu'ad Keilani both from the pri- 
vate sectors and Brigadier Abd- 
uOah A! Hiari from the RMS tog- 
ether with their counterparts, tac- 
kled in their question, the means 
and measures to curb hyp- 
ertension in a relatively hot cli- 
mate of the Gulf area, the tre- 
atment of children with blood pre- 
ssure problems, means of con- J 
ducting a public survey of blood 
pressure patients and the eva- 
luation of hypertension and other 
risk factors accompanying the dis- 
order. 

Attending this event, the first of 
its kind in Jordan, were doctors 
representing the Ministry of Hea- 
lth, the private sector, the King 
Hussein Medical Centre and the 
RMS who received information 
-dealing- with the escalating num- 
ber of eases of hypertension in the 
Middle East. 


In an interview with the Jordan 
Times and Radio Jordan. Queen 
Noor, who is the honorary pre- 
sident of the BPWC, said that the 
office will serve as an “example or 
model” in the region. Queen Noor 
added that “if we are able to dev- 
elop the efforts of this office, cer- 
tainly it will expand and reach 
other pans of the country." 
Oueen Noor said that the opening 
of this office is a noble ach- 
ievement and although the office 
is just reaching some women in 
Jordan it is surely an enc- 
ouragement forJordanian women 

On the occasion, BPWC Pre- 
sident Hind Abdul Jaber said that 
the BPWC decided to open the 
office after the business women's 
dub conducted research which 
proved that the rapid socio- 
economicchange has affected the 
Jordanian society and left “side- 
effects on both society and fam- 
ily". Mrs. Abdul Jaber added that 
the BOFW offers legal social and 
psychological consultation for 
women. She said that the office's 
future plans include spreading 
more eudcation and social awa- 
reness among working women as 
well as implementing productive 
projects. Such productive pro- 
jects. Mrs. Abdul Jaber added, 
will benefit Jordanian women, 
especially since they will act as a 
source of income. This will in turn 
raise the standard of working 
women, their living standard and 
will aid in increasing the country's 
economy, she said. 

Mrs. Butheina Jardaneh, dir- 
ector of the Consulting Office for 
Women briefed Queen Noor on 
the office's projects and social 
help it has offered to working 
women. She said that since the off- 
ice was established in June 1984.it 
has offered family guidance and 
counselling to 35 cases with family 
problems. These cases, she added, 
included family problems, divorce 


and the negative effects of divorce 
on children and the family in gen- 
eral. As a solution to such cases 
Mrs. Jardaneh stressed that the 
civil-status law should be modified 
in a way to control divorce, mul- 
tiple wives and alimony. 

However. Mrs. Jardaneh said 
that the office has also dealt with 
34 legal cases pertaining to 
family-relation issues and the exe- 
cution of the civil-status law, the 
landlord and tenants law. the lab- 
our law and the civil service law. 

The Consulting Office for 
Women has also reviewed 22 psy- 
chological problems which inc- 
luded depression, frustration, sad- 
ism and various neuroses. These 
cases, Mrs. Jardaneh added, were 
referred to voluntary psychiatrists 
and social counsellors. 

She added ihat 400 women 
have already sought the office's 
help in finding new employment 
and that the office, in col- 
laboration with the Ministry of 
Labour, has helped in finding jobs 
for these women. 

Moreover, the consulting office 
has offered productive projects to 
43 needy families through which 
such families are engaged in tra- 
ditional handicrafts, the pro- 
duction of children's toys and the 
office’s porject for food pro- 


cessing in the Ghor region. 

Mrs. Jardaneh added that Con- 
sulting Office for Women has also 
helped 1 2 needy families by pay- 
ing their house rents, food and 
through buying sewing machines 
which could help these families 
earn a living. 

Mrs. Jardaneh added: “The 
Consulting Office for Women 
should be supported in order that 
we are able to expand our services 
through opening other con- 
sulting office in the Kingdom.” 

After the inauguration cer- 
emony. Queen Noor toured the 
Consulting Office for Women 
where she saw an exhibition of- 
prod uns from the office’s family 
production project which included 
pickles, marmalade, traditional 
embroidered bedouin dresses and 
children's toys produced by the 
families who are benefiting from 
these projects. 

Queen Noor then visited the 
Jordan Clothing Company (JCC). 
which is an example of a company 
managed by a woman. Mrs. Suh- 
eila Maqdah. JCCs director, in 
her welcoming speech said that 
Jordanian 'working women have 
proved themselves in their work 
and business and have shown a 
“high standard of efficiency thr- 
ough their work." Queen Noor 
toured the factory and was briefed 
by Mrs. Maqdah on the pro- 
duction process. 

Attending the inauguration of 
the Consulting Office for Women 
were Dr. Jawati AI Anani. the 
minister of trade and industry. Mr. 
Mohammad Ali Wardam. under- 
secretary at the ministry of labour 
and social development. Mrs. 
Ahmad Obeidat. Mrs. In>am AI 
Mufti, Queen Noors consultant 
and members of rhe Jordanian 
Women’s Federation. 


IDECO endorses 
electrification plan 


1RB1D (J.T.) — A five-year plan 
endorsed by the Irbid District Ele- 
ctricity Company (IDECO) env- 
isages the electrification of num- 
erous villages in Irbid Gov- 
emorate and improvements to the 
city's underground electric cable 
network and those of Ramtha. 
Jerash. Mafraq, Ajloun, AJ Husun 
and Sarih. 

IDECO Director General 


Abdul Ra’ouf AI Sheikh said that 
13 of theselyvillages will be sup- 
plied with electricity within a pro- 
ject financed by a British loan. 
The JD 900.000 project will be 
completed in the coming year. 
Also. 37 other villages will be sup- 
plied with electricity in the gov- 
emorare through a’ project fin- 
anced by Soviet and World Bank 
loans at the cost of J D 2.5 million. 


West German survey throws light on copper smelting history, activities in the Feinan area 


By Rami G. Khouri 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Archaeologists and 
historians have long known that 
the Feinan area, in the Wadi 
Araba south of the Dead Sea. was 
an important ancient copper min- 
ing and smelting site that was exp- 
loited as early as the Middle Bro- 
nze Age, about 4.000 years ago. 
But information about the extent 
and chronology of [he ancient exp- 
loitation of the Feinan copper 
deposits had always relied on cur- 
sory impressions, gleaned from 
short visits or quick surveys. 

Our knowledge of Feinan’ s anc- 
ient history has been greatly enh- 
anced recently by ‘The Feinan 
Arc haeo metallurgical Survey of 
Ancient Mining and Smelting 
Sites in the Feinan Area’*. This 
project of the German Mining 
'Museum at Bochum, in West 
Germany’s Ruhr district, is hea- 
ded by Dr. Andreas Hauptmann. 

After a brief exploratory season 
in 1983. the first full season of sur- 
veying in late 1984 showed that 
copper .mining and smelting at 
Feinan started as early as the Cha- 
lcolithic period (around 4300- 
3200 B.C.). The copper industry 
also continued during the Early 
and Middle Bronze ages, the Iron 
Age. and the Persian. Nabataean. 
Roman, Byzantine and Islamic 
eras. 

Not only has the German survey 
pushed back the earliest known 
-exploitation of the Wadi Araba 
ores, it also revealed a much larger 
scale ancient copper mining ind- 
ustry than had ever been pre- 
viously imagined. 


Dr. ‘ Hauptmann and his 
raineralogist/raetallurgist col- 
league Dr. Hans Gert Bachmann 
both believe the Feinan copper 
industry was far larger in scale, 
and regionally more important, 
than other known copper mining/ 
smelting sites in the area, notably 
the Timna mines on the west side 
of the Wadi Araba, and perhaps 
also the Bir Nasib mines in the 
Sinai. 

They identified at least 20 sites 
where copper smelting took place, 
the two biggest being at’ftifeh, 
and at the nearby ruins of Khirbet 
an- N ah has (“the copper ruins", in 
Arabic) 

Early surveys 

Of the several travellers who 
had earlier visited Feinan and ide- 
ntified the ancient mining activity, 
the first was the German scholar 
Alois Musil, in 1898. Another- 
German scholar, Fritz Frank, ins- 
pected the site in 1934. to be fol- 
lowed the next year by the Ame- 
rican biblical archaeologist Nelson 
Glueck. 

Yet another German, Hans 
Dieter Kind, surveyed the area in 
1966 for the Jordanian Natural 
Resources Authority, and he est- 
imated there some 200 ancient 
mines in the Feinan region. 

The Bochum Museum project 
aims to find all the mining and 
smelting sites mentioned by the 
previous travellers, establish a 
complete chronological sequence 
for, and determine the extent of. 
mining and smelting in antiquity, 
and reconstruct technological 
developments in ancient met- 
allurgy. 


\ 



The triple-shaft at Wadi Khaled mine, with two identical shafts from 
the Iron Age and third from the Roman period. 


The Feinan copper deposits, 
covering an area of nearly 30 squ- 
are kilometres, are of two main 
types: 

— A very high-grade copper 
ore, intergrown with manganese 
minerals, is concentrated in a 
two-metre-ihick horizon that is 
partly near the surface, but often 
dips quickly into the mountains. 

— A lower-grade ore found 
' throughout the area is present in 
abundance in the white Nubian 
sandstone formations. 

Throughout ancient history, dif- 
ferent technologies were dev- 
eloped by successive civilisations 
to exploit these two kinds of ores. 

In the ChaJcolithic (4300-3200 
B.C.) and Early and Middle Bro- 
nze ages (3200-1 550 B.C.) large- 
scale copper production exploited 
the rich surface ores, which were 
easiest to mine. In the Wadi Kim- 
led area, at least 40 open-pit and 
underground mines were dis- 
covered, and others were clu- 
stered around Wadi Ratyeh. The 
survey team found some of the 
basalt stone picks that were used 
to extract the raw ore, which was 
hauled to smelters a few kil- 
ometres away. 

The large heaps of slag left after 
the smelling operation auest to 
both the domestic use, and the 
presumed large-scale export of 
copper. Chalcolithic and Early 
Bronze Age smelting facilities 
were identified at Feinan, Ras 
en-Naqb, near ’Ain al Fidan and 
in Wadi Fidan. 

At Feinan and Ras en-Naqb, 
the survey team discovered sme- 
lting batteries with up to 12 fur- 
naces in a row. The clay-lined, 
stone furnaces will be excavated in 
future seasons, to reconstruct the 
smelting technology practiced in 
the Chalcolithic. and Early and 
Middle Bronze ages. 

The obvious question raised by 
the identification of a large-scale 
cooper industry at Feinan in the 
Chafcolithic/Early Bronze Age is: 
To where was all the copper being 
exported? 

Mining periods 

The next important period of 
ancient mining was during the 
Iron Age, between the 12th and 
5th Centuries B.C. Though there 
was pottery evidence for a human 
presence at Khirbet an-Nahhas 
during the Iron Age I period 
(1200-1000 B.C.). the main min- 
ing activity seems to have been 
during the Iron ITC period (800- 
586 B.C.). 

Because the rich surface ores 


•.had been explohed in previous 
millenia. the Iron Age miners 
sunk 20-metre-deep shaft mines * 
to underground galleries, where 
they mined only the veins of hig- 
hgrade ore buried inside the mou- 
ntains. 

One particularly interesting 
Iron Age mine in the Wadi K haled 
had two identical, adjacent shafts 
— and a third shaft was sunk next 
to them during the Roman period. 

As was also done in the earlier 
periods, the Iron Age inhabitants 
backfilled their mines after use. 
This was probably done to prevent 
the collapse of the shafts and gal- 
leries, but may also have had rel- 
igious sign ificance, as was the case 
at marble mines in the Aegean 
area. 

Mining during the Iron Age was 
carried out on a massive scale. The 
remains of between 150.000- 
200,000 tons of slag heaps were 
found in the Feinan area, of which 
about 80 per cent is thought io- 
have come from Iron Age mining 
activity. 

There are also indications ihai 
the Iron Age miners recycled the 
old slag from the ChaJcolithic/ 
Bronze Ages. They would crush 
the old slag with basalt anvils and 
hammers, collect the small dro- 
plets of copper ore, and re-smelt 
them to extract the small amounts 
of copper that' the earlier inh- 
abitants of the area had not been 
able to exploit. 

The crushed slag was further 
recycled by being used as temper 
For pottery that was used for dom- 
estic purposes and lo line the ins- 
ides of the smelting furnaces. 
Some of the crushed slag was also 
pul back in to the furnaces as “ret- 
urn slag”, to help the smelling 
process along. 

In the Persian period (5th -4th 
Centuries B.C.), copper smelting 
activity at Khirbet al Jaiyeh used a 
different technology from that of 
the Iron Age. This is evidenced by 
both the remains of a different 
kind of smelting furnace, and the 
typology of the slags. 

There is evidence of a Nab- 
ataean presence in the area, but 
little information has been col- 
lected to date on the nature or ext- 
ent of the Nabataeans’ exp- 
loitation of the Feinan copper 
deposits. 

Large-scale mining and sme- 
lting resumed for sure in the 
Roman era (2nd-3rd Centuries 
A.D.). A particularly impressive 
mine at Umm al Amad shows how 
the Romans dug large und- 
erground caves, or “chamber- 


pillai” mines. Their roofs were 
supported by natural rock pillars 
that were left in place after the 
mine had been dug- 

One well preserved mine at 
Umm al Amad. in the mountains 
seven kilometres south of Feinan. 
is 1 20 metres deep, and 50 metres 
wide, with scores of 2.2- 
metre-high pillars holding up the 
roof. Other Roman mines were 
found at Wadi Ratyeh. 

The Romans found most of the 
good quality ores already exp- 
loited by the earlier inhabitants of 
the area. To reach the same high- 
quality copper ores mixed with 
manganese, they would have had 
to sink shaft mines several hun- 
dred metres deep. Instead, they 
went after the leaner, non- 
manganese ores, which required 
more sophisticated smelting tec- 
hniques. They had to bring in 
manganese from elsewhere, to use 
as flux that was mixed with the 
leaner ores during smelting. 

Roman shafts 

The Romans sunk a third shaft 
next to the double shafts of the 
Iron Age mine at Wadi Khaled. 
This Roman shaft has been ide- 
ntified from coins and pottery, and 
metal chisels which exactly fit the 
chisel marks in the shaft and the 
steps leading down to it. 

As in the Iron Age. the Romans 
mined and smelted on an ind- 
ustrial scale, to judge by the est- 
imated 40.000 tons of slag at 
Roman period smelting sites. 

Mining and smelting activity 
around Feinan declines rapidly 
after the Roman period. There is 
evidence for small-scale smelting 
during the early Islamic and med- 
ieval periods at Al Fura, Feinan. 
'Ain al Fidan and probably in the 
Wadi Dana. Large amounts of 
copper droplets, or “prills'*, were 
found inside buildings next to slag 
heaps at Al Fum (“the oven”, in 
Arabic), possibly indicating an 
ancient foundry workshop exp- 
loiting copper ores at the she. 

A particularly intriguing pro- 
blem that the Bochum Museum 
team hopes to resolve in future 
seasons is where the ancient inh- 
abitants of the area obtained the 
enormous amounts of fuel req- 
uired For smelting on such a large 
scale. Dr. Hans-Gert Bachmann 
believes the fuel could only have 
come from charcoal derived from 
trees in the area. One of the hyp- 
otheses he is considering' is that 
the extensive deforestation that 
must have taken place to secure 



Standing remains of Byzantine at Feinan 


the firewood have depleted the 
available trees: this, in turn, would 
have ruled out extensive mining 
and smelling for long intervals, 
during which the forests would 
have had a chance to replenish 
themselves. 

The smelting process required 
intense heat of 1 200 degress Cen- 
tigrade to melt the copper ores. 
This produced pure, molten cop- 
per. and left behind the enormous 
piles of slag that were found thr- 
oughout the survey area. Some of 
the slag heaps are up to 1 2 metres 
high. 

The survey team identified fur- 
ther recycling of ancient ind- 
ustrial wastes in the Roman and 
Byzantine inhabitants’ use of Iron 
Age slag “cakes" as building mat- 
erials. Some of the modern bed- 
ouin also used the ancient slag 
cakes to make grave covers. 

Analyses 

The West German team was 
able io analyse some of the ancient 
slag heaps on the spot, by using a 
field spectrometer that provided 
instant analyses of the chemical 
contents of the slag. It was par- 
ticularly valuable in showing the 
slag’ s copper and manganese con- 
tents. vital information to rec- 
onstruct the ancient smelling tec- 
hnologies. 

Some of the artifacts picked up 
during the survey are now being 


analysed in Germany, using 
Carbon-14 anil the- 
rmoluminescence dating methods. 
These can pinpoint the age of art- 
ifacts from the 4th-isi millenia 
B.C. to within 100-300 years. 

The team hopes to return to the 
Feinan area in a year's lime, to 
continue the survey and start exc- 
avating some of the furnaces. One 
of the positive aspects of the site 
being located in such a remote 
area, about 80 kilometres south of 
the village of Safi, is that it is rel- 
atively undisturbed by modem 
activity. Photographs taken by a 
German team at Feinan in Lhe 
iy30s are almost identical with 
photos taken in the past two years. 

The project has been supported 
by the German Mining Museum at 
Bochum, the Volkswagen Fou- 
ndation, and the German Pro- 
testant Institute for Archaeology 
of the Holy Land. Dr. Axel Knauf. 


director of the institute’s Amman 
office, accompanied the survey 
team in the field. Other team 
members were archaeologist G. 
Weisbergerof the German Mining 
Museum, and surveyors S. Ave- 
rbeck. J. Heckes and W. Lieder. 
The Department ot' Antiquities 
representative on the project was 
Emil Masaadeh. 

While in the field, the team 
made use of the camp and some 
equipment of the Jordanian Nat- 
ural Resources Authority (NR.A). 
Some of the shafts that the NRA 
dug in recent years to examine the 
copper-producing potential of the 
Feinan area also proved valuable 
in exposing ancient mining act- 
ivities that earlier visitors had mis- 
sed. The survey team also received 
the full cooperation of the local 
residents of the Ain Al Fedan 
area, and particularly of their lea- 
der, Sheikh Salem Salcem. 
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FOR RENT 
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Deluxe furnished apartment consisting of S 
bedrooms, salon, dining room, central hea- 
ting and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani 

Contact Tel: 665274 
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Engage for peace 

THE VISIT to the United States this week of Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak should provide 
fresh signals about Washington's attitude towards 
the diplomatic activity that has followed the 
Jordanian- Palestinian accord. We have heard rep- 
eatedly that the United States does not feel it should 
“re-engage” in Arab-Israeli mediation until the 
parties to the dispute are ready for face-to-face neg- 
otiations. This position is politically feeble, and int- 
ellectually dishonest. 

If the United States feels it can adopt a hands-off 
policy towards Arab-Israeli peace-making, it should 
also adopt a hands-off policy to Arab-Israeli war- 
making, occupation of lands, abuses of human rights 
and violations of international Igw — all of which are 
done on a daily basis by an Israeli state that receives, 
at last count, something like $2.5 billion a year in 
American aid. The fact is, Washington is heavily 
44 engaged’ ’ in the Middle East, but largely on the 
side of the Israelis. 

For Washington to play the role of the innocent 
bystander is an astoundingly mediocre per- 
formance. The United States, through its political, 
economic and military policies in support of Israel, is 
virtually a protagonist with Israel against the Arabs. 

Precisely because of this fact, the United States 
must logically play an important, but not exclusive, 
role in Mideast diplomacy. The Jordan-PLO accord 
is not the last word on peace-making. But it is a good 
and bold move within the context of Arab realism 
and moderation, and deserves the support of those in 
the United States who have always asked: Where is 
the Arab partner for peace? 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: What does Washington say? 

BEFORE PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak armed in Washingion for 
talks on the Middle East with President Reagan. Israel said that it 
would never agree to a plan for withdrawing from the West Bank 
under any peace agreement. This statement which was made by 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir came as a time-bomb that was 
meant to undermine aJ] the ideas which President Mubarak was 
carrying to Washington and to abort any moves to end the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

We wonder if Shamir’s statements were not prepared in concert 
with Washington, which is Tel Aviv’s ally and supporter. Unless the 
United States absolves itself from these statements soon, ive are 
inclined to believe that it has known about them all along and actually 
timed them to coincide with Mubarak's visit. If Washington carries 
these views, we wonder why it invited Mubarak for talks. This would 
be an underhand dealing by Washington towards Mubarak who 
proved much willing to exert all possible efforts to achieve peace. 

Shamir's statements were no doubt aimed at foiling Mubarak's 
moves to explain the Jordanian -Palestinian agreement aimed at est- 
ablishing a lasting peace and regaining Palestinian people's rights. 
Shamir wanted to give indications to the Reagan administration that 
the Zionist state would not give any consideration to any agreement 
that might be reached between the two presidents in Washington. 

Whether Washington will prove capable of honouring its com- 
mitments to help bring about peace or not remains to be seen in the 
take of Mubarak's talks this week with the American leaders. 

Al Diistour: Iran is responsible 

ONE CANNOT but blame Iran for what is happening at the war 
front with Iraq and lor the loss of human life in the indiscriminate 
shelling of civilian areas on both sides. Iran has been rejecting all bids 
by various world organisations to end the war peacefully and neg- 
otiate a settlement and has declared its intention of pursuing the war 
with Iraq regardless of its results. 

This futile and unreasonable decision prompted the Tehran re°imc 
also to resort to shelling civilian areas, proving once again that^this 
regime has lost all its cards. The shelling of populated regions in Iraq 
displays clearly the weakness of the Iranian regime in encountering 
the Iraqi armed forces in the battlefield. Ii is a sign of desperation and 
a move that won Iran further condemnation by world nations. 

By escalating the war activities in theGulf.Iran isaimingat opening 
the door there for foreign intervention and allowing foreign powers 
to harm the interests of Arab countries in the region. As we watch 
thousands of innocent civilians falling on both sides, wc appeal to the 
organisation of Islamic countries lo intervene and put an end to the 
bloodshed and bring peace to rhe Gulf region. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Lebanon must live in peace 

THE PARTIAL Israeli withdrawal from South Lebanon has paved 
the way for the country's leaders to come together in a bid to end 
their differences and bring a lasting peace to their nation. The Leb- 
anese government has been exerting desperate efforts fo achieve this 
goal assisted by some veteran politicians who are determined to see 
Lebanon live in peace again. 

But as the peace-making process is underway, car bombs are being 
blown up and clashes between rival factions arc being triggered in a 
drive to abort all efforts for peace. Lebanon has been threatened, 
invaded, divided and devastated by hostile elements and by its own 
people who. to date had not been able to reach a formula saf- 
eguarding all interests of various groups living in the country. 

The leaders of Lebanon should not allow communal violence or 
clashes among groups to foil attempts to reach peace. They must not 
permit any pressure to force them to go astray if they want their 
country to regain self-con fidencc and move on towards re- 
construction. We hope that Syrian mediation and efforts by President 
Gemayel and other government leaders will yield fruitful results and 
end the ordeal of the Lebanese people. 


Gu est Column 

Who made the 


IN THE light of what is hap- 
pening in Lebanon at present, 
we wonder if Israel really wants 
to withdraw from that country, 
escaping the ever-growing res- 
istance attacks, or whether its 
current measures are really 
meant to perpetuate its pre- 
sence there. 

In fact, Israel's ambitions in 
South Lebanon are deep- 
rooted and have been known 
for a long rime. They are stated 
dearly in the memoirs of 
Moshe ShareL one of Israel's 
former foreign ministers in the 
early 1950s. He said that David 
Ben Gurion. Israel" s first prime 
minister and his aides like 
Dayan and Navon had har- 
boured the idea of creating 
mini-states m South Lebanon 
under Maronite army com- 
manders who would pave the 
way for Zionist control of 
South Lebanon, enabling it to 


One who 


launch wars on Syria at will. 

When Begin came to power, 
he immediately embarked on 
preparations for an adventure 
in Lebanon which he originally 
planned to carry out in 1978 
but had to be postponed due to 
the inopportune regional and 
international climate. 

In 1982, the Arabs were in 
their worst position, deeply 
divided and weak, with Egypt 
out of the way and Iraq deeply 
involved in the Guld War. This 
provided Begin with a good 
chance to launch his adventure, 
and at the same time deal a 
heavy blow to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. The 
invasion was designed in the 
first place to achieve Israel's 
ambitions in Lebanon, at a 
time when the L’nited States 
was providing the Zionist state 
with unlimited financial, mil- 
itary and economic aid. When 


fell out 


By Philip Geyelin 

WASHINGTON — Nothing is 
more heart-rending than the cry of 
a disenchanted true believer in the 
Ronald Reagan of yesteryear — if 
you counted yourself among 
them. But if you were not of that 
persuasion, there is also quite a lot 
that is heartening in an article in 
the year-end issue of Foreign Aff- 
airs by Norman Podlioretz. it is an 
emotional experience and a rew- 
arding intellectual exercise. 

Mr. Podhoretz is the prestigious 
editor of Commentary’ magazine, 
the literary home port of neo- 
conservatism. This is a cult largely 
composed of prominent, fallen- 
away Democrats who though back 
in 1 980. as Mr. Podhoretz puts it. 
that they had discovered in Ron- 
ald Reagan (a former Democrat) 
“a more legitimate heir to the 
mainstream democratic tradition 
in foreign policy — the com- 
mitment to containment (of 
Communism) running from Tru- 
man through Kennedy, Johnson 
and the late Sen. Henry Jackson." 

And Mr. Podhoretz was pleased 
with the original thrust of Reagan 
policy: the avoidance of arms con- 
trol negotiations that might have 
“jeopardised" the buildup nec- 
essary to redress the U.S.-Soviet 
balance of military power. He like 
the way Mr. Reagan went about- 
rekindling America's patriotic spi- ‘ 
rit in the interest of restoring con- 
fidence “in the utility of military 
force as an instrument of worthy 


political purposes." He applauded 
Mr. Reagan's reinstuution of the 
East- West ideological conflict as 
the centerpiece of U.S. policy con- 
cern — in contrast to the pre- 
occupations of his predecessors 
with geopolitical power- balancing 
or superpower rivalry. 

So -what's his gripe? That the 
pure conservatism of Ronald 
•Reagan, as private citizen, has 
given way to. God help us. the 
practical political imperatives 
imposed on a president. 

Detente, as practised by Ric- 
hard Nixon and Henry Kissinger, 
never lived up to Mr. Podhoretz" s 
hopes. Now. it is Mr. Podhoretz' s 
fear that in his second term. Mr. 
Reagan, "overwhelmed by the 
pressures of the political present, 
and perhaps lured by seductive 
fantasies of what historians in the 
future might say of him as a pea- 
cemaker... seems ready to emb- 
race the course of detente who- 
leheartedly as his own.” 

Warning signs, as Mr. Pod- 
horetz sees them, are everywhere 
in the record. Economic pressures 
are a key part of the linkage ess- 
ential to “hard-headed” detente. 

“Yet the enormous irony is that 
in the economic sphere, Ronald 
Reagan, the great critic of det- 
ente... did not even measure up to 
the standards of toughness req- 
uired by Mr. Nixon’s theory.” 

Having promised linkage, he 
unlinked Jimmy Carter's grain 
embargo from the grand scheme 
of U.S.-Soviet relations. He caved 
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By Sa’d Abu Payyeh 


Lebanon occupation decision? 


the invasion took place. lib- 
ation was without its strong and 
veteran leaders like Tony Fra- 
njieh. the son of former Pre- 
sident Suleiman Franjieli, and 
leader of the M. aconites in the 
north. Kama! Jumblatt, leader 
if the Druze, the Shfite leader 
Musa Al Sadr in the South and 
the veteran and well-seasoned 
leader Rimon Iddeh. 

Only Bashir Jemayei was 
Lhere, and he was no obstacle 
to the Israelis 'who embarked 
on their adventure with self- 
confidence. This confidence 
was further corroborated when 
it was discovered that Lebanon 
was left alone in the field to 
face the invasion ... 

Israeli repons at the time 
spoke of Begin’s hopes and 
dreams to see ** Greater Israel" 
being formed before he dies, 
aad by invading Lebanon, he 


thought he would fulfil these 
dreams. But Begin was dis- 
appointed when Lebanon and 
the Palestinians held out. 
Begin' s dreams were dashed 
when he saw no greater Israel, 
but instead, heard of reports 
about his troops falling in great 
numbers. He discovered that 
the “Peace for Galilee” cam- 
paign did not bring peace to 
hhn and that the invasion was 
making it more costly for Israel 
everyday. Ther dream has bec- 
ome a nightmare... 


Yitzhak Shamir, who was 
foreign minister at the time, 
refused to help Begin in his 
ordeal and refrained from tak- 
ing any decision on the wit- 
hdrawal from Lebanon. Per- 
haps he was paving the way for 
Begin to fall so that he could 
take over the government. On 


the whole, Begin's fate was ii? 

better than that of Anthony 
Eden of Great Britain who had 
io resign as prime minister fol- 
owing the failure of the tri- 
partite aggression on Egypt m 
1956. Begin soon resigned and 
no more was heard about him 
in Israel or abroad. He had 
paid the price for his little adv- 
enture in Lebanon. An ^iw- 
rican magazine said of hiffl. 
Begin, who used to acquire KU 

per cent of a conversation’s 

rime leaving his audience with 
20 per cent has now changed 
positions, and his share is lim- 
ited to 20 per cent. 

When his Foreign Minister 
Shamir came to power, he inh- 
erited a heavy duty and an 
empty treasury, since ail the 
money had been spent on fin- 


ancing brad's invasion in Leb- 
anon. 

His successor Shimon Peres, 
who fought hard to assume 
power, has been advocating the 
withdrawal and based his ele- 
ction campaign on this issue. 
Once in power, Peres imm- 
ediately embarked on pre- 
parations for withdrawing. Isr- 
ael's forces from Lebanon. The 
first phase of the pullout is now 
over, but the Israelis are deeply 
bogged down in Lebanon that 
it isvery hard to see them go m 
accordance with their declared 
plans. Their withdrawal to the 
new frontlines gives them time 
to breathe and to launch new 
repressive campaigns against 
the local people. Thus Israers 
complete withdrawal from 
South Lebanon is something 
that we have to wait and see. 


of step 

in on the Siberian natural- gas pip- 
eline to Western Europe out of 
some misguided concern for “all- 
iance solidarity.” He would not 
even bring economic pressure on 
Poland by declaring the Poles in 
default on their Western loans. 

Mr. Reagan hailed the Afg- 
hanistan “freedom fighters,” but 
did not do nearly enough to help 
them, Mr. Podhoretz complains. 
Mr. Reagan is excused for not 
toppling the Marxist Sandinist reg- 
ime in Nicaragua — but only bec- 
ause Congress got in his way. 

But Mr. Reagan was not even as 
bold as John Foster Dulles (for 
whom Mr. Podhoretz has a low 
regard as a risk-taker) in Leb- 
anon. Worse, “in spite of all the 
talk about retaliation that came 
from the Reagan administration, 
and despite the high priority it had 
always given to combating int- 
ernational terrorism, when those 



Marines were attacked by ter- 
rorists. the United Stares did not- 
hing." 

Mr. Podhoretz grants that 
under Mr. Reagan, “America was 
back — in at least the sense that it 
would no longer passively acq- 
uiesce in the achievement of an 
irreversible military superiority by 
the Soviet Llnion.” But he fears it 
has not been prepared, as it was 20 
years earlier under John F. Ken- 
nedy, to. “ pay any price, bear any 
burden, meet any hardship, sup- 
port any friend.” 

The truth is. of course, that Mr. 
Kennedy himself was not pre- 


pared to live by that inaugural rhe- 
toric three months later when he 
fatally scaled down the U.S. role in 
the Bay of Pigs. There lies the real 
flaw in the Podhoretz analysis. His 
dream is not of a different Dem- 
ocratic Party but of a different day 
when the United States had ove- 
rwhelming military superiority, a 
near-monopoly' in nuclear arms. 

What Mr. Podhoretz seems to 
be deploring is that Ronald Rea- 
gan. as president has come to rec- 
ognise the necessity as a practical 
matter of reconciling his old ide- 


ology with the new realities. Mr. 
Podhoretz sees Mr. Reagan mov- 
ing not only towards arms control 
but maybe even broader accord 
with the Russians on the rules of 
East-West engagement. He sees 
the president headed towards a 
deal in Central America, acc- 
epting a Communist Nicaragua in 
exchange for' something rather 
like the prescriptions of the Co'n- 
tadora countries. If he should 
“move in this direction, he will 
cruelly disappoint those of us who 
once hoped that he might lea? the 


Republican Party into assuming a 
responsibility for resisting Soviet 
imperialism that he himself had so 
often and justtficably attacked the 
Democrats for no longer wishing 
to cany”. 

And so he might. But that 
would not be too heavy a price to 
pay for those of us who Relieve 
tfiai- if Ronald Reagah sKpiild 
tittup in the direction Mr. Pod- 
horetz so deplores, he would be on 
the right track —The Washington 
Post. 
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for political asylum grows 


Pressure 

By Bertrand Le Gendre 

LAUSANNE — European gov- 
ernments are becoming inc- 
reasingly wary about political ref- 
ugees. Once accepted with open 
arms in certain countries when 
they were fleeing From dic- 
tatorships. such refugees are now 
coming up against greater dif- 
ficulties in obtaining entry. Is 
there still time to do something 
about it? 

The Swiss Human Rights Lea- 
gue is convinced there is and org- 
anised a “European conference 
on the right of asylum” from Feb- 
ruary 15 to 17 in Lausanne, at 
which 300 prominent people and 
representatives of associations 
engaged in working for political 
refugees decided to coordinate 
their efforts in an attempt to stop 
the degradation of the right of asy- 
lum. 

The refugee's situation is all the 
more critical as their numbers are 
steadily increasing. There are said 
to be over 1 5 million of them all 
throughout the world, fleeing fam- 
'?fTF. civil strife, economic crises 
and conflicts between states, tho- 
ugh it is still not possible to draw a 
line between political refugees 
and economic refugees. 

Given this situation. European 
governments have hardened their 
position. On the grounds of hal- 
ting the rising tide of economic 
refugees, they are trying to dis- 


courage political refugees. Mea- 
sures of this sort have already 
been taken, or will shortly be 
taken, everywhere. In 1982. 81.1 
per cent of the persons entering 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
claiming to be refugees were de- 
nied admission. Denmark comes 
next, with 48.7 rejections, fol- 
lowed by Belgium (45 per cent). 
France (44.7 per cent). Great Bri- 
tain (33.9 per cent) and Swi- 
tzerland (25 per cent). 

West Germany is the country 
which has taken the most dis- 
suasive measures to the point that 
it has brought down upon itself the 
wrath of the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees. Can- 
didates seeking the right of asylum 
are herded into camps with little 
or no amenities. They are banned 
from looking for work for a period 
of two years and are not ■ entitled 
to social security benefits. The 
result is that many of them ult- 
imately decide to chance their luck 
rn another country, which is the 
object of the exercise. 

New screening processes were 
set up in Switzerland last spring 
again for ihc purpose of dis- 
couraging persons seeking pol- 
itical asylum. Since the int- 
roduction of this reform, the num- 
ber of applicants is said to have 
halved in the canton of Geneva. 

It is now the turn of Denmark 
and Sweden, which so far had 
been fairly liberal towards ref- 


ugees. to take dissuasive mea- 
sures. The first to suffer from the 
change of policy have been Ira- 
nians and Iraqis fleeing the Gulf 
war, who had until now been rel- 
atively well received in these two 
countries. 

Generally regarded as one of 
the countries most favourable to 
refugees, France is also getting 
ready to take similar measures, 
through a sort of knock-on effect. 
The moment certain states raise 
barriers at their frontiers, the oth- 
ers are tempted to follow suit or be 
overwhelmed by requests for asy- 
lum. 

Organisations battling to pre- 
serve the right of asylum are all the 
more concerned by the trend as 
Europe's share of the refugee 
burden is q uite small. Far from the 
world’s crisis points and poverty 
zones, Europe takes only five per 
cent of the world’s refugees reg- 
istered as such. And even so. the 
effort is very unequally spread 
around. Switzerland has one ref- 
ugee per 150 inhabitants. Austria 
one per 246, France one per 360, 

. Great Britain one per 390. Swe- 
den one per 416. Italy one per 
423. Belgium one per 476 and 
West Germany one per 616 (Jan- 
uary 1983 figures). 

These are very low figures com- 
pared with three countries which 
are taking in refugees — Somalia 
(one per seven inhabitants), 
Sudan (one per 32) and Pakistan 


(one per 34). 

Testimony provided at the Lau- 
sanne conference shows that the 
causes of this stiffening axe the 
same everywhere. In all the cou- 
ntries, persons seeking refugee 
status are accused of stealing jobs, 
when they are not quite simply 
equated with terrorists. A res- 
urgence of xenophobia is making 
the job of organisations working, 
for refugees especially difficult, 
particularly as such charges are 
not always unwarranted. 

Can the trend be reversed? 
Some of these organisations are 
convinced it can be done and be- 
lieve h is possible to wage a cam- 
paign in favour of political and 
economic refugees. Others plan to 
keep the refugee status in its ori- 
ginal form; The 1981 Geneva 
Convention lays down that ref- 
ugee status can be granted only to 
someone who is “persecuted" in 
his own country because of his 
race, religion, nationality, mem- 
bership in a specific social group 
or political opinions. 

Some of die conference par- 
ticipants considered that att- 
empting to include in this category 
persons fleeing famine and pov- 
erty are likely to weaken the right 
of asylum even further, while con- 
ceding that such . political - per- 
secution stemming from poverty : 
and underdevelopment often enifo 
for the same solutions — Le 
Monde. 


Economic woes seen hai 
to sap Mexican ‘left’ * 


By Stephen Addison 

Reuter 


MEXICO CITY — Heroes of the 
left, from Karl Marx to Che Gue- 
vara. get high exposure on the str- 
eets of Mexico City, but leftwing 
parties seem to be losing ground in 
the country's economic crisis. 

Banners of Marx and Lenin are 
seen frequently, carried aloft by 
chanting supporters. And when 
leftists stage, large and resounding 
demonstrations on the showpiece 
Paseo de la Re form a. there are 
images of revolutionaries like 
Guevara and domestic heroes 
Pancho Villa and Emiliano Zap- 
ata. 

But despite the shouting and 
slogans protesting at everything 
from U.S. involvement in Central 
America to abuse of peasants’ 
rights, many political analysts bel- 
ieve the left is losing support. 

The immediate problem for the 
five main panics that make up the 
left wing, and which between them 
account for some 1 5 to 20 per cent 
of the vote, is the austerity that 
now grips Mexico. 

“People here don’t vote left in a 
crisis’ said Pablo Gomez, sec- 
retary general of the Unified Mex- 
ican Socialist Party (PSUM). 
Crisis generates fear.- insecurity 
and conservatism. People want to 
keep their jobs, hang on to what 
they’ve got. It doesn’t help us at 
aUT he told Reuters. 

Since 1982. when Mexico’s 
economic bubble burst and the 
country was virtually bankrupted 
President Miguel de la Madrid hai 
been following a belt-tightening 
programme under the auspices of 
the International Monetary Fund. 

Prices of food and services have 
risen, real wages have fallen m the 
face of rampant inflation, Dvina 
standards have dropped and une- 
mployment. together with 
mvter-emptoyment, is as high as 

per cent in some areas. 

But Mr. Gomez says it is wrong 
to assume, as might happen in 
other countries, that Mexico’s 
population will automatically veer 
to the left because ft is eco- 
nomically worse off. 

■ Both in the more affluent and 
pofitically-aware north and in sca- 
ttered areas of the south-east, it is 


Party (PAN) that has been rea- 
ping the benefit of economic dis- 


content with recent violent dem- 
onstrations against the ruling Ins- 
titutional Revolutionary Party 

(PR I). 

And it is the PAN. a hitherto 
insignificant party which has never 
won even a senatorial seat in its 
46-year history, that is set to pro- 
vide what could be the first real 
challenge in 56 years to the PRI in 
state elections on July 7. 

Analysts say the left should gain 
some coat-tail benefit from the 
high turnout expected in the seven 
gubernatorial elections but is unl- 
ikely to make major gains until it 
resolves its internal problems. 

The main left-wing parties are 
now making efforts to stop mutual 
squabbling. Rut under the con- 
stitution they cannot form ele- 
ctoral alliances and still claim their 
allotted share of seats in the Cha- 
mber of Deputies. 

In recent weeks there has been 
much talk of joint programmes 
out these have been tentative 
Characteristically, opinion is 
divided on why the left should not 
oe stronger. 

f- ,^ beno r Castillo. 56-year-old 
ounder of the newest party, the 

^£^r^ 0rkerS ’ Pan y* and one 
most charismatic fig- 
° d Reuters *he answer 
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Late but still 


Crossed Wires 

due media reassessment of Arabs 


IS THE following article, published by the London - New York - 
based Voice of the Arab World His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan examines the Western world's press and the Arabs and pro- 
poses a new approach : 


LOOKING BACK, over the last 
four decades, the Middle East 
stands out as having been more 
consistently and more thoroughly 
ensnared in great power politics 
than any other pan of the non- 
Western world. Unremittingly 
caught up in multilateral sup- 
erpower politics, the region and its 
people have beeD at the centre ot 
one of the most charged conflicts 
in recent human history, int- 
erpretations of this conflict have 
been manifold and frequently err- 
atic and contradictory. Its nature 
and substance, duration and eff- 
ects have been the subject of close 
scrutiny and have provided a vast 
range of topics for analysts, aca- 
demics. politicians, com- 
mentators. leader writers and 
miA's reporters the world over. 
Facts have become mixed with fic- 
tion. right with wrong and what 
has emerged is a grim picture, 
often distorted and depicting the 
indigenous people of the region in 
the most unacceptable terms. 

Sadly, this conflict has gen- 
erated ill-feelings and mis- 
understandings not only between 
those directly involved, namely 
the Arabs and the Israelis, but also 
between the Arabs and the West. 
It is encouraging, however, to wit- 
ness a growing realisation by many 
on both sides of the need to ree- 
xamine the root causes of this lack 
of understanding. 

Never in human history has soc- 
iety been more media-oriented 
than it is today. The last three dec- 
ades have seen a revolution in the 
methods of news-gathering, dis- 
semination and analysis. Suddenly 
we can all become each other's 
neighbours, with everything that 
implies, to be enriched, influenced 
and irritated by each other. As a 
resuft. the media bears a heavy 
responsibility not only as regards 
the factual reporting of news but 
as a powerful influence in the sha- 
ping of public opinion on any con- 
tested issue ii the international 
arena. By opening up the way for 
exchanges of values, information 
and propaganda of unparalleled 
impact- the media has introduced 
a new dimension to international 
affairs which was virtually unk- 
nown in the diplomacy of by-gone 
days. 

No region in the world hasten 
•y RPte affected by. transition, Jj&ro 
' classical diplom acy to one dictated 
by a new world order, than the- 
Middle East. The role of the 


media has been instrumental in 
moulding and sadly- on. occasion, 
in twisting or distorting the West's 
view of the Arab Middle East: hs 
people, heritage, culture and rel- 
igion. Speaking first and foremost 
as an Arab and a Jordanian. I feel 
that the picture painted in the 
Western media of our region, ach- 
ievements and aspirations has 
often been one-sided and one- 
dimensional. indeed, i believe it 
has often been hostile, based upon 
distortion and a lack of kno- 
wledge. conscious or otherwise, of 
us as a people. It is only recently 
rhat the West has taken an active 
interest in crying to rediscover 
what constitutes the modern- 
Arab. 

Naturally, no one side can be 
held wholly responsible. Media, as 
has been said before, is a two-way 
street and while consistent mis- 
representation by the Western 
media is a fact of life, we Arabs 
cannot continue to lay the blame 
for such misrepresentation ent- 
irely on others. 

Crucial to any analysis of rel- 
ations between the West and the 
Arab World is a realistic concept 
of the historical interaction bet- 
ween these great nations and the 
dominant forces which have led to 
the formulation of their opinions 
and perceptions of each other. 

Latent perceptions and in-built 
hostility have coloured the way in 
which the Arabs and the West 
viewed each other from their ear- 
liest contact until the present day. 
We can identify three major sou- 
rces for the West’s distorted image 
of our people. First there was the 
anti- Islamic ideology or the Mid- 
dle Ages which found its full exp- 
ression in the Crusades; then there 
was the racialism of the imperial ist 
age and the anti-Arab propaganda 
of the Zionist movement which 
followed hard on its heels, and 
last, regrettably, 'is the behaviour 
of the Arabs themselves, which 
has often contributed to rei- 
nforcing their negative image. 

Today, the obstacles to a better 
understanding between both peo- 
ples, based on the principles of 
mutual interests and respect, sho- 
uld not seem' insurmountable. 
Unfortunately, however, the road 
towards achieving that objective 
has proved extremely rocky as a 
result of Zionist intransigence and 
the imposition of the expansionist 
Zionist scheme on Arab land and 
Arab rights. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 


Political Zionism has always 
been keenly aware of the power of 
the media. After all. it was thr- 
ough the work of a journalist. 
Theodor Herd, the founder of 
modem Zionism, that itbeeame a 
cause celeb re in the West. Ski- 
lfully exploiting Western fears and 
anti- Arab prejudices, the Zionists 
harnessed the power of (he media, 
stopping short of nothing to fur- 
ther their ends. 

What followed was one ot the 
saddest chapters in modem int- 
ernational relations. Arabs were 
portrayed in a manner which 
made their contribution to hum- 
anity. their hopes and aspirations, 
their place in history and their 
sense ol dignity, shrink into irr- 
elevance. They were dehumanised 
and portrayed as outcasts. It was 
in the United States in particular, 
that the anti- Arab campaign was 
most concentrated. There the 
media assumed a more influential 
role at an earlier stage than els- 
ew here and with the power ol tel- 
es is ion. was able to clfccmciy 
direct public opinion. Strongly inf- 
luenced by Zionists, the media 
slant was hardly ever objective. 

The resulting campaign against 
the Arabs managed to silence voi- 
ces o» moderation within the 
media itself. Certainly there were 
conscientious individuals who 
tried to oppose the accepted opi- 
nion of the day. to allow the facts 
to speak for themselves and io 
right this injustice, but they were 
rapidly labelled, as.. ami-Sen»tic 
and became -easy victims of the . 
guilt-ridden nations. of the West 
with regard to the Jewish exp- 
erience. The conscience of the 


West was locked in sympathy with 
Israel and set on a misguided cou- 
rse inimical to the Arabs. 

Reaction by the Arabs to this 
campaign, which falsified their 
history and denigrated their ide- 
ntity. has been one of bitter dis- 
illusionment with the West. They 
cannot understand how Western 
society, which nurtured the pri- 
nciples ol social justice and pre- 
ached the right of self- 
determination and human dignity, 
can remain so insensitive to this 
historical distortion. Naively per- 
haps. many Arabs believed thai 
justice would triumph if only the 
truth were known in the West. 

Since the creation ot the state nl 
Israel, live wars have been toughi 
in the Middle East: from the ashes 
ol death and destruction, an image 
reflecting a more accurate reality 
Of the nature ol this conflict is fin- 
ally emerging. Disinformed opi- 
nion is giving way to realistic ass- 
essments and. as the invasion ot 
the Lebanon has demonstrated, 
the truth can no longer be sup- 
pressed. Many are beginning to 
reexamine earlier premises about 
the nature ot the conflict which tor 
so long have dominated and sha- 
ped the West's perceptions ot the 
Arab people. I am happy to say 
that die media has played an imp- 
ortant role in this reevaluative 
process. 

As relationships between nat- 
ions and states become more 
complex, conveying half-truths, 
generalities, distortions or dis- 
information becomes an inc- 
reasingly dangerous game. Mutual 
understanding is a crucial req- 
uirement both for the reduction of 


the looming threat of armed con- 
flict and the enhancement of coo- 
peration between nations. The 
role of the media is central to the 
achievement of both these obj- 
ectives. 

The potential for uncrossing the 
wires and presenting an objective 
portrait of world events lies in the 
hands of the mass media. Today’s 
journalist represents a real power 
for freedom and human dignity. 
What is required is a concerted 
and cooperative effort to bring 
understanding between peoples. 
At issue for tbe Arabs is whether 
our voice will be heard, and whe- 
ther the issues will be presented in 
a more balanced manner. Thr- 
ough mutual respect for and com- 
prehension of the cultures and 
values of both the Arab and the 
Western nations, we can piav an 
active and positive role in 'ach- 
ieving understanding, harmonious 
relations and peace between the 
international community of states. 

For our pan we have made a 
modest biginning in this direction. 
In a different context I once stated 
to and Arab press audience that 
“on the whole one does not find 
the same degree of stereotyping of 
total societies or cultures in our . 
Press’*. I was referring then to 
both political and cultural ste- 
reotyping in the Western media. It 
has always been my feeling that 
the press, like the rest of us. is not 
immune to culture influence. Ind- 
eed. humanitarian, issues lie at the 
heart of all concern for fairness 
and decency in intranational dis- 
course. In this spirit I am glad to 
report that (he call for an int- 
ernational order at the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
1981 has resulted in the creation 
of an independent commission. 
The concept of the commission is 
to exchange information on hum- 
anitarian issues, broadly defined. 
But we ought to view this as a 
long-term process, not an event- 
oriented activity. At an int- 
ernational level a question one 
might ask is how the American 
and European public, with its 
heavy emphasis on strategy and 
resources, can view people and 
their problems, or even hope to 
consider politics where people 
matter, unless a reliable source of 
unbiased information evolves thr- 
ough agreement between like- 
minded people? Is h not possible 
lo state the formula in simple 
terras? 

We. .as Arabs, should move 
from the value-oriented realm ol 
information to (he more objective 
sphere ol informatics, and the 


Western media should discard the 
emotionally-laden stereotype in 
favour of a more balanced and 
objective view ot a world, which 
though they can only perceive 
dimly, they can surely learn to res- 
pect. The " North-South" dia- 
logue could thus be extended into 
the arena of inlormatics. If wc are 
to make any progress on ihe two 
principal issues of our time — the 
conflict ol man against man and ot' 
man against nature — we can' no 
longer afford io stimulate a highly 
cynical public with haii-iruths and 
an equally highly indigestible reg- 
imen of international perceptions. 
My proposal would then be for a 
modest step in promoting regional 
informatics systems, making lull 
use of advanced satellite tec- 
hnology. These would serve as 
sub-systems lor a larger int- 
ernational network, which would 
certainly be a conduit lor ihc int- 
ernational press, but would be sus- 
tained. and somewhat humanised, 
by a two-way flow of inlormation 
which is unbiased and undiluted 
by the exigencies of sen- 
sationalism or pressures of dea- 
dlines. in this endeavour gov- 
ernments can play a pan. but equ- 
ally non— governmental org- 
anisations should take a decisive 
lead. One example of that is the 
Arab Thought Forum which was 
established in Jordan three years 
ago. The Forum's objectives cen- 
tre around developing con- 
temporary Arab thought with reg- 
ard to basic issues lacing ihe Arab 
World, and its relations with the 
developing world as well as ihe 
international system. In an att- 
empt to have the best that idealism 
and practicality can jointly offer, 
the Forum relies on both int- 
ellectuals and policy-makers. 
There is no objective impediment 
to utilising the resources of such 
regional organisations in the exc- 
hange ol information to which I 
have alluded. 

We have in fact, engaged in a 
free exchange ol this kind with 
groups from around the world, 
including North America. Eur- 
ope. the Far East and we hope, in 
the not too distant luture. to exp- 
and ihis dialogue to South Ame- 
rica. 

With an approach such as this 
the union unate IONESCO imp- 
asse today could have been avo- 
ided. The promotion ol like- 
mindedness demands a creative 
vision which focusses on com- 
patible building-blocks rat her than 
ideological dillerenccs. You may 
choose m \ iew the concept ol reg- 
ional inlormatics as one step along 
this imaginative path. 


Thailand calls its state companies to account, plans shakeup 


With Thailand's 65 state companies becoming an increasing burden 
on the economy . a shakeup is under way. Chris SherweU, recently in 
Bangkok, reports dun the idea of selling stakes to the private sector is 
gaining ground. 


WHEN A Thai takes a train, bus 
or plane, turns his tap or light on 
or tries to telephone a friend, he 
deals with a state-owned com- 
pany. The same is true if he arrives 
at a port or airport, drives on an 
expressway or even buys a cig- 
arette. 

Thailand’s 65 state enterprises 
are also involved in agriculture, 
mining, manufacturing, trading, 
banking, insurance and tourism. 
But recently they have collectively 
managed to irritate a new and 
unexpected quarter with their 
ubiquity — the government itself. 

TTte problem is, they are spe- 
nding money in amounts larger 
. than the central government’s 
own total budget of around 
Baht2l0 billion ($7.5 billion). 
Worse, they are running up large 
deficits. With the government’s 
own deficits far higher than exp- 
ected this year, public sector fin- 
ances are coming under serious 
strain. 

The government has been 
aware of the growing problem for 
years, but has tended to avoid it. 
Now, under Sommai Hoontrakul, 
the powerful finance minister, the 
country's economic managers 
seem to be responding. -1 At least”. 


says an independent economist, 
“the government seems to be act- 
ing, pulling together.” 

Early in February, Mr. Sommai 
— who recently warned that Tha- 
iland faced its first “zero growth" 
budget in the next fiscal year, sta- 
rting in October — ordered the 
responsible government dep- 
artments to make rec- 
ommendations within two months 
for reforming the state ent- 
erprises. 

.The reform plan, which foresees 
options ranging from closure to 
privatisation, is a principal ele- 
, mein of a larger economic str- 
ategy. For the past 1 8 months the 
government has been struggling to 
contain large deficits in its ext- 
ernal trade and its current account 
on the balance of payments, and 
last November finally devalued 
the baht by 1 4.8 per cent. 

The key problem has been Tha- 
iland’s numerous major dev- 
elopment projects. The gov- 
ernment allowed increased levels 
of foreign borrowing because 
domestic resources were ina- 
dequate, and many projects were 
carried out by slate enterprises. 
Agencies 1 flee the Electricity Gen- 
erating Authority of Thailand 


(EGAT), the Petroleum Aut- 
hority (PTT) and Thai Int- 
ernational Airways became big 
borrowers and state companies 
have incurred two-thirds of Tha- 
iland* s external public sector debt. 

The country's total debt, inc- 
luding private sector debt, is now 
put at about $13 billion and ser- 
vicing this has become an inc- 
reasing burden. The overall debt 
service ratio is above the imp- 
ortant 20 per cent mark, and these 
payments (Baht44 billion in the 
current fiscal year) arc the largest 
item in the central government’s 
budget. 

This budget, it has emerged in 
the past couple of months, is run- 
ning at an annual deficit of Baht50 
billion, well above the Baht 35 bil- 
lion target. Worse, the state ent- 
erprises are likely to notch up a 
separate deficit of BahtSO billion. 
On top of this the better per- 
formers — EGAT. the Thai Tob- 
acco Monopoly and the Tel- 
ephone Organisation of Thailand 
— arc showing signs of decreased 
profitability. 

The biggest loss-maker of all 
(Baht 971 million in 1984) is the 
Bangkok Mass Transit Authority 
which operates the capital's bus 
system and has been losing money 
for at least a decade. The second 
biggest loss-maker (Baht55 1 mil- 
lion) is the State Railway of Tha- 
iland. 

As long as two years ago. the 
World Bank warned that a res- 
olution of the financial difficulties 
of both the SRT and BMTA. and 
also of the metropolitan and pro- 
vincial water works authorities. 

was “urgent". The Bank said this 
could be achieved “through app- 
ropriate adjustments of tariffs and 
improvements in operational eff- 
iciency and management." 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished roof top flat with best view of 
Amman. Large terraces, 2 bedrooms, living/dining 
room, store, central heating, telephone, colour TV, 
stereo, Bar-B-Q. 

Call Tel: No. 677477/23150 
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WANTED 

The Canadian Embassy in Amman requires a female 
servant to work at the Canadian ambassador’s res- 
idence on a full-time basis with full accommodation 
and lodging there. Candidates should be fluent in 
English and French, and have to call on the amb- 
assador’s wife at her residence, located between the 
Fourth and Fifth Circies. 

For more information please call tel: 673534 
Please make an appointment with the . 
ambassador's wife before calling. 


The government then produced 
its own comprehensive study in 
January 1 984. This recommended 
the dissolution of some minor 
loss-making enterprises and hig- 
her tariffs and retrenchments to 
cut losses in others. It also rec- 
ommended greater fiscal co- 
ordination with the central gov- 
ernment and a slowdown in gov- 
ernment borrowing. 


Pressure has since been building 
for action. It now appears to have 
been recognised that salaries and 
wages, the major component of 
most state companies' operating 
costs, are inflated, and that there is 
too much overtime and vast ove- 
rmanning. Insufficient pro- 
fessional and technical expertise 
at management levels and a rapid 


turnover in management add to 
the inefficiencies. 

Beyond this, it is agreed that 
there should be far greater self- 
financing of projects and. ins- 
titutionally, it has been suggested 
that a national state enterprise 
committee could be set up to rem- 
ove state companies from ind- 
ividual ministries in order to make 
them financially more acc- 


ountable. 

The idea which has gathered 
most momentum, however, has 
been to sell stakes in state com- 
panies to the private sector in 
order to give the government 
more revenue and to make the 
companies moTe efficient. Thai 
Airways, for example, is con- 
sidering such plans, and “pri- 


vatisation'' has become as much a 
buzzword in Thailand as in nei- 
ghbouring Malaysia or Britain. 

None of this, however, is as easy 
as it might seem. The state ent- 
erprises employ about 250.000 
people many of whom arc org- 
anised in unions. The companies 
also offer influential political and 
military figures in Thailand exc- 
ellent opportunities to exercise 
powers of patronage. 

Thus, despite the official res- 
olve. some government ministers 
are already protesting at the idea 
of privatisation. Union resistance 
has begun to surface too. Outright 
closures may be impossible bec- 
ause of labour objections, and few 
politicians have wanted to risk rai- 
sing bus. train, electricity or water 
tariffs. 

That said, however, the gov- 
ernment has just increased Ban- 
gkok bus fares by one-third to two 
baht, still a low rate but enough to 
provoke voluble protests. The 
move appears to be a sign of the 
government's determination, and 
may presage similar decisions in 
other sectors. 

Certainly the pressure for ref- 
orm is likely to be maintained by 
Mr. Sommai. even though he has 
come under attack domestically 
for his determined pursuit of aus- 
terity. After all. he is one of the 
guardians of Thailand's weli- 
deserved reputation for financial 
prudence — and it is that rep- 
utation which is being challenged 
by the way the government deals 
with the state enterprises — Fin- 
ancial Times news feature. 


Thailand’s mmerous major development projects 
have been a key problem. The government allowed 
increased levels of foreign borrowing because dom- 
estic resources were inadequate, and many projects 
were carried out by state enterprises. Agencies like 
the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand 
(EGAT), the Petroleum Authority (PTT) and Thai 
International Airways became big borrowers and 
state companies have incurred two-thirds of Tha- 
iland’s external public sector debt. 


WE PRODUCE IT BECAUSE YOU NEED IT 
Milk, Flavored Milk, Yoghurt, Labaneh, Juice. 
CARRY HOME {CAROLINE PRODUCTS 
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Take it rather easy 

WELL, ONE should not exaggerate . . . There are some 
people who claim that appointments in Amman are not 
kept, and that making an appointment does not .nec- 
essarily mean going there. This Indeed is a big joke. 
People adore nagging. 

The other night, while walking through tbe lobby of 
a hotel, I met a friend I had not seen for quite a long 
time. It even took me time to recognise him because he 
looked so depressed. I stopped by, greeted him and 
asked: “So you’ve come back to Amman?” 

“Yes*” he answered, “I have been here for two 
weeks”. And there, since I was worried to see he 
looked so sad, he explained to me that he had been here 
for two weeks and all he had were missed app- 
ointments. He had come to Amman on appointment 
and the person he wanted to meet (a wealthy bus- 
inessman) had only showed up that same day at 7:00 
p.m. While the appointment was supposed to be at 
10.00 a.m. In the meantime he was all the time waiting 
at the lobby... 

At this point I interfered and stopped his com- 
plaints, Well, he showed up after all and this is what 
counts.” 

kt I do not know if you're like me, but I hate people 
who nag. This other friend was also telling me that one 
of his customers usually comes at noon when his app- 
ointment is at 10. The excuse he gives is: “I go by 
Greenwich times.” 

And there are others ... But let us be logical: A few 
hours’ or even a few days’ delay is not the end of the 
world when the meeting finally takes place. One sho- 
uld not be difficult. 
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FOR RENT 




A super deluxe building containing 9 apartments each 
consisting of two bedrooms, two salons, two bat- 
hrooms and telephone. Building surrounded with 
stone wall with iron bars. * 

To be rented as a whole for embassies or companies. 
Location: Om Othaina. close to Amra Hotel. Jabel 
Amman, 6th Circle. 

Please call tel: 818390 Mr. Jihad from 09:03 e.m. tc 
1:00 p.m., 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. 


We would like to seduce you... 
announces 



~Lkvaij PATISSERIE 

the opening of its elegant patisserie, conjisserie and cozy 
cafeteria located at Um Utheina market square, Jabal 
Amman. 

Come and taste our delicious Turkish delights... 

We cater to parties too! Tel: 818061 



Membership 


Security 



Entrance 
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Whatever the si/L- or nature ul sour operation- the range 
n| Polaroid Identification Swtcms offers an invaluable means of 
rccnyriising personnel. 

They allow you io produce tamper-resistant ID cards 
incorporating relevant data and full colour portraits, in minutes. 

fttiecr Sir every application when you want ro know 
who’s whu. 

Ril in the coupon and well send you all the details. 
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Instant Identification Systems. 
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McCrory retains WBC crown 


PARIS (R) — Milton McCrory overcame fellow- 
American Pedro Vilella to retain his World Boxing 
Council (WBC) welterweight title on points Sat- 
urday night and set up the prospect of an appetising 
clash with rival champion Don Curry. 


McCrory. known as the ‘Ice- 
man'. easily countered the limited 
wiles of U.S. champion Vilella 
who spent much of the fight either 
pinned against the ropes or locked 
in clinches. 

It was the first of McCrory’ s 
three defences to go the distance 
but the judges were in no doubt 
about their decision. 

McCrory said afterwards he 
planned to fight another Ame- 
rican Aaron Pryor, probably in 
May or June, and then lake on 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) Champion Curry before 
moving up to ihe super- 
weherweighi division. 

McCrory went on the offensive 
-from the start, landing heavy 
combinations to the head and 
’ body. 

Vilella. succumbing for the first 
time in 20 professional fights, 
drew’ whistles from a sparse crowd 
at the Bercy Sports Palace as he 
retreated to the ropes and became 
entangled in clinches. 

“Iwastryingto knock him out. 1 
was trying to hit him solid and he 
grabbed me and wriggled. I was 
hoping he would grab me by the 
leg and we'd both fall." McCrory 
said. 

“I really couldn't gel through 


his gloves so I was trying to hit his 
body and he was trying to get me 
inside and then counter punch.*’ 
added the unbeaten champion. 

“ I couldn't get off the ropes. I 
couldn't get ray hands off. You 
want to do it. but your hands won't. 

i fought a champion. He beat me 
fair and square." Vilella con- 
ceded. 

One opponent McCrory does 
not plan to meet is Pablo Baez of 
the Dominican Republic, who 
destroyed France’s Gilles E Ibilia 
inside three rounds an hour before 


the title fight. 

Baez was third choice opponent 
for Elbilia. grabbing a chance off- 
ered barely a week ago to wreck 
the former European champion's 
hopes of a rematch with McCrory. 
his conqueror in Detroit last 
April. 

Baez opened up a gash around 
E1bilia~s left eye in the second 
round and although the French 
boxer rallied bravely but briefly in 
the third he could not delay the 
end. 


Baez, the bigger and stronger 
fighter, rocked Elbilia with a 
right and felled him with a left. 
Elbilia clambered groggily to his 
feet but. with 27 seconds of the 
third round still on the clock, the 
referee declared the bout over. 


Liverpool trounces Barnsley 


BARNSLEY, England (AP) — 
Welsh goalscoring Wizard Ian 
Rush grabbed a second half hat- 
trick Sunday as English Soccer 
League Champion Liverpool 
eased into the semifinal of the 
F.A. (Football Association) Cup 
by winning 4-0 at second division 
Barnsley. 

Rush — last season’s top scorer 
in Europe — scored in the 54th. 
79th and 83rd minutes with Iri- 
shman Ronnie Whelan also net- 
ting in the 71st minute. 

Barnsley posed few threats to 
Liverpool, while the League 


Champion also created few* ope- 
nings in a goal-less first half. But 
two strokes of luck after half time 
put the Merseyside giant on the 
road to a semifinal place. 

In the 54th minute a blunder by 
Barnsley's goalkeeper. Clive 
Baker, presented Rush with a 
simple goal. 

Baker fumbled a low right wing 
cross from Liverpool's Scottish 
ace Kenny Dalglish and as the ball 
squirted out from under his body 
Rush turned it into an empty net. 

The second goal was equally 
lucky as Barnsley defenders twice 
gave the ball away in dangerous 
positions. 


Bonn seeks support over 
European soccer row 


BONN (R) — The West German 
government is calling on eight 
West European countries to sup- 
port its demands for the inclusion 
of West Berlin among the venues 
for the 1988 European Soccer 
Championship, a government 
spokesman said Sunday. 


government has said it wants the 
national soccer federation to give 
up the championship if the dec- 
' ision is not changed. 

UEFA's executive committee is 
due to meet in Lisbon on Friday 
and is expected to endorse the 
organising committee's 


rec- 


The spokesman said embassies _ ommendatioo that West Germany 
had been ordered to pass on dip-* be awarded the 1988 finale 


lomatic notes in the eight cou- 
ntries, setting out Bonn's case and. 
arguing that West Germany sho- 
uld not host the finals if Berlin 
were excluded. 

The European Football Union's 
(UEFA) Organising Committee 
has recommended the cha- 
mpionship be awarded to West 
Germany but said West Berlin, 
which is not recognised as pan of 
the Federal Republic by the Soviet 
bloc, should not be among the 
venues. 

Tbe decision sparked a political 
storm in West Germany and the 


The spokesman said the gov- 
ernment’s aim was to get friends 
and allies to put pressure on 
UEFA to accept Bonn’s view, and 
added: "Our chief aim is to get 
Berlin included, not get rid of the 
championship.'’ 

West Gentian soccer chief 
Hermann Neuberger has yn tf he 
will not yield to political pressure 
from Bonn over the issue and wfll 
not try to force UEFA to agree to 
a West Berlin venue by thr- 
eatening to drop the cha- 
mpionship. 


Mandlikova claims 
U.S. indoor title 


PRINCETON. New Jersey (R) — 
Hana Mandlikova followed her 
stunning semifinal win over Mar- 
tina Navratilova with a straight- 
sets victory over Catarina Lin- 
dqvist of Sweden Saturday in the 
final of the S 150,000 U.S. Nat- 
ional Women's Indoor Tennis 
Championships. 
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FLAT FOR RENT 


* 


Two flats; separate entrance and a garden each; ^ 
consists of two bedrooms, three salons, big kitchen, 


I 


two bathrooms, terraces, with wall to wall carpeting. 
Telephone and central heating. 


1 


k 


Location: Jabel Amman, 4th Circle. 


* 


. Some furniture: Super 8 movie camera and pro- 
m jector, freezer etc. 




Please contact daily after 2 p.m 
Tel: 672590 


* 







FOR RENT 




DELUXE FURNISHED APARATMENT FOR RENT 
|3 BED ROOMS, 2 BATHS. + LARGE SALON AND 
DINNING ROOM, MODERN KITCHEN + MAIDS 
QUARTER + TEL. 

AVAILABLE NOW - A3DOON AREA 
CALL: 674635 


Mandlikova did not exhibit the 
fire or brilliant shotmaking that 
brought her tbe 7-6, 6-0 win over 
Navratilova Friday night, as Lin- 
dqvist earned two service breaks 
per set. 

But the Czechoslovak star, ran- 
ked third in the world, took adv- 
antage of the 21-year-old Swe- 
de's weak serving for a 6-3, 7-5 
win in a match that lasted 78 min- 
utes. 


Lindqvist was unable to launch 
tbe great passing shots that she 
displayed in beating Wendy Tur- 
nbull of Australia and Catherine 
Tanvier of France in the last two 
rounds. 


India sweeps to one day 
cricket championship victory 


Mfl 


MELBOURNE (R) — India und- 
erlined the unpredictability of lim- 
ited overs cricket with another 
accomplished performance to win 
the World Championship of Cri- 
cket Sunday. 

Ioctia clinched the one-day tou- 
rnament when they beat Pakistan 
by eight wickets in the day- night 
final at the Melbourne Cricket* 
Ground. 

SuoD Gavaskar’s team, tro- 
unced 4-1 by-England in the rec- 
ent one-day series in India, won all 
five matches in the so-called 
World Championship to mark the 
state of Victoria's 150th ann- 
iversary. 

India gave Gavaskar an ideal 
present before he retires as cap- 
tain alter this tournament by swe- 
eping home at 1 77 for two with 1 7 
deliveries to spare in reply to Pak- 
istan's 176 for nine in their 50 
overs. 

Accurate and penetrative pace 
bowling supported by telling con- 
tributions from left arm spinner 
Ravi Shastri and leg spinner Lax- 


man Stvaramakrishnan put India 

in control. .. _ , 

All- rounder Kapil Dev, who 
captured three for 23 in nine 
overs, and Chetan Shanna und- 
ermined Pakistan in a new-ball 
burst that reduced Javed Mia- 

ndatfs side to 33 for four. 

Miandad, top scorer with 48. 
repaired the damage in a fifth wic- 
ket stand of 68 with all-rounder 

Imran Khan, who hit 35- 

But Sivaxatnakrishnao, whose 


Mohammad Azharuddin, 
India’s batting discovery of recent 
months, treated a 35,000 qrowd to 
glimpses of his talent before he 
was bowled by fast-medium Tahir 
Naqqash for 25. 

Shastri and Dilip Vengsarkar 
convincingly completed the job 
with an unfinished third-wicket 
stand of 35. 

India’s success confounded 
expectations in much the same 
way as when they won the one-day 


three for 35 included Pakistan s W orId Cup in England in 1983. 
- i -hoxIrloH the ■ r - 


captain, and Shastn shackled the 
lower order sufficiently to ensure 
. India faced a modest target. 

* Shastri, named Series Cha- 
mpion of Champions, followed up 
by hitting an unbeaten 63 and sha- 
red an opening partnership of 1 03 
in 1 1 6 minutes from 1 70 balls with 
Krishnamachari Srikanth. 

The instinctively aggressive Sri- 
kanth, Man of the Match, struck 
67. By thq time he fell to Imran, 
Pakistan’s best bowler with one 
for 28 in 10 overs, the result was 
effectively settled. 


The win was important to us, 
Gavaskar said Sunday. “We have 
just been through an unfortunate 
home series where England did 
' n0 t let us perform to our potential. 
It was up to us to show our. fol- 
lowers that we still had a lot of 
cricket in us. 

" Id 1 983, we beat the West Ind- 
ians at Lord's to become the 
World Champions and we always 
felt we had the measure of Pak- 
-istan whom we had beaten ear- 
lier.” 


Barcelona’s 60-year-old wait for 
Olympic Games may be ending 


By Gudrun Gretmke 

Rrtaer 


Mandlikova. the 23-year-old 
who two weeks ago beat Chris 
Evert Lloyd, lifted die leveLof her 
game whenever she was in tro- 
uble. 


“I didn’t just hit away and I kept 
changing the pace.” said Man- 
dlikova. who earned $30,000. 

"She never knew if I was going 
to stay back or come in.” Man- 
dlikova added. The 1981 French 
Open Champion blew a 5-3 lead 
in the second set before winning 
on an llth-game service break 
and taking the 12th after one 
deuce. 


BARCELONA, Spam — After 
60 years of waiting, the people of 
Barcelona are confident they will 
at last host the Olympic Games in 
1992 — with a little help from 
Christopher Columbus. 

The Catalan city’s socialist 
mayor Pasqual Maragall told Reu- 
ters in an interview he believed 
Barcelona had the best chance of 
hosting the 1992 Games, despite 
bids by Amsterdam. Belgrade. 
Brisbane. New Delhi and Pam. 

Spain is set to make the most of 
the 500th anniversary of the dis- 
covery of the Americas. It has also 
bid to host the Winter Olympics 
at Granada, where the Spanish 
court granted its patronage for 
Columbus' historic voyage in 
1492. 

Barcelona can expect a sym- 
pathetic hearing for its case when 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) meets to decide as 
the IOC president is Catalan ind- 


SECRETARY WANTED 


Al Niser Travel and Tourism Co. requires a full-time or part-time 
secretary with good command of English and typing. For inf- 
ormation, please contact personally at the company's offices at 
Jabel Luweibdeh, Al Ba'ounleh Str. 


Tel: 21946 
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Attention: American and U.S. permanent 
residents (“Green Card” holders)! 


A representative of the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service will be holding a Taxpayer Assistance and 
Information Seminar on Tuesday, March 12, 1985 
from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Marriott Hotel. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 


For further information, please contact the 
Consular Section, American Embassy, Amman 
Tel. No. 44371 during office hours. 


TIME 


Do you want to visit the 
HANNOVER FAIR 
(APRIL 17 - APRIL 24, 1985) 
and need assistance? 


Your personal guide will arrange your business con- 
tacts and bookings and will ensure that you get the 
optimal result from your trip. 


DIPL.-ING. EBERHARD LANGHELD 
Ziegelerweg 1,2000 Hamburg 63, West Germany, 
Tel. (4940) 5382556, Tlx: 2164007 


ustrialist Juan Antonio Sam- 
aranch. 

Barcelona has been in the race 
to stage an Olympics since 1924, 
but the race has developed into a 
60-year marathon since Paris cla- 
imed the Games that year. 

' The cornerstone of the port’s 
65,000-seat Olympic stadium was 
laid in 1927. 

“The 1936 Games, for which 
the Olympic stadium was built, 
went to Beilin because of the Spa- 
nish Civil War. For the 1972 
Games, clinched by Munich, we 
built tbe swimming pool and now 
we plan to nse it for 1992.” Mar- 
agall said. 

A velodrome was opened last 
year and refurbishing of the Oly- 
mpic stadium to raise the capacity 
to 85,000 would complete the 
necessary facilities, he said. 

The city has commissioned Jap- 
anese architect Arata Isozaki, who 
designed the Los Angeles Mus- 
eum of Modem Art, to build the 
Olympic Palace and it also plans to 
erect an Olympic village in a dep- 
ressed seaside slum area. 

Preliminary estimates put the 
necessary budget at $500 million • 
and tbe Games are conservatively 
aimed to break even. 

The blueprint takes no account 
of building costs and relies on pri- 
vate investment, the sale of OJy-- 
mpic village flats, a large vol- 
unteer workforce and con- 
tributions by Spanish state and 
local government 

Maragall says the city is ready to 
welcome 200.000 visitors. 15,000 
athletes and officials, and around 
9.000 journalists, 

“Including the Costa Brava to 
the north, and down to Sitges in 
the south, we are in an area that 


has one of the biggest con- 
centrations of hotels in the whole 
of Europe,'’ he said. 

One possibility being con- 
sidered by his staff is to lodge the 
press contingent aboard two or 
three ocean liners docked in Bar- 
celona port. 

The mayor is hoping the Games 
■would start around the end of 
June, when school holidays would 
help to ease the chronic'traffic 
jams suffered by the city’s three 
million inhabitants. 

Quoting a high official of the 
Los Angeles Olympics Org- 
anising Committee, Maragall said 
Barcelona should also have an 
advantage on geographical gro- 
unds. 

“He told me: You have the best 
assets, you have Olympus and the 
ideal Olympic site — Mount Mon- 
tjuich and the sea. After all the 
ancient Olympics were held on a 
mountain in Athens by the sea.” 
Maragall said. 




Salonen wins 
Portuguese Rally 


ESTORlL, Portugal (R) — Fin- 
land's Timo Salonen, driving a 
Peugeot, woo the 2,430-km Por- 
tuguese Motor Rally Saturday 
night, according to unofficial res- 
ults. 

Salonen took eight hours seven 
minutes 25 seconds to complete 
the 47 special stages of the third 
1985 World Championship event. 
It was this year’ s third successive 
victory for Peugeot. 

_ Italian Massimo Biasion in Lan- 
cia was second, four minutes 47 
seconds behind Salonen. 


FOR RENT 


a) Furnished apartment consisting of one bedroom. 

b) Unfurnished apartment consisting of one bed- ■ 
room. 


Central heating and telephone 
Location: Jabal Amman 
between 3rd and 4th Circles. 

Tel: 41443 
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Canadian gold mines maintain their glitter 


TORONTO: The recent slump in 
the gold price and uncertain pro- 
spects for recovery have not inh- 
ibited Canadian mining analysts 
from adding several gold mi n ing 
shares to their lists of “buy" opp- 
ortunities. 

Mr. John LydalL director of 
First Marathon Securities of Tor- 
onto, echoes many of his col- 
leagues in arguing that gold pro- 
ducers "are the brightest spot of 
the Canadian mining industry 
right now, because at least they're 
making, money/’ 

Canada's gold mines may not 
have shared the windfall given to 
South African producers by a 
sharp depreciation of their local 
currency against the U.S. dollar. 
■The Canadian dollar has fallen by 
a relatively modest 12 per cent 
against the U.S. unit in the last 
year, compared with the South 
African rand' s plunge of over 40 
per cent. 

But many Canadian producers 
are reaping the benefits of low 
operating costs, rising output 
(which contributes to greater mill 
efficiency), and. timely measures 
to protect themselves against the 
lower bullion price. 

Several major mining com- 
panies have reported substantial 
profit advance during 1984. 

Echo Bay Mines of Edmonton, 
which runs a successful, low-cost 
mine in the harsh environment of 
the Canadian Arctic, more than 
doubled earnings last year to 
C$23.9 million ($17.08 million). 

Alfred Bunting and Company, a. 
Toronto securities firm, forecast 
that Canada's biggest gold pro- 


ducer, Dome Mines, as well as 
companies such as Agnico Eagle 
and Lac Minerals wfl] lift profits 
further this year, despite the firm’s 
assumption of a slight dec lin e in 
the average gold price. 

The expectation that better 
times lie ahead was reflected ear- 
lier this year in prases on the Tor- 
onto stock exchange. The Gold 
Mines index advanced by 21 per 
cent in the first few weeks of 1985, 
although the recent fall in the ret- 
ail price has wiped out much of 
■that gain. 

Gold's weak performance has, 
not surprisingly, claimed some vic- 
tims. 

About half a dozen of Canada's 
30-odd producers have halted 
operations or are in the process of 
doing so. AD are high-cosi min es 
' unable to survive for long at a bul- 
lion price of less than $350 an 
ounce. 

Pamour Porcupine Mines, with 
production costs of around C$460 
an ounce (and the country’s hig- 
hest cost producer), has closed 
three of its five mines in northern 
Ontario, cutting output to 25,000 
ounces in the final three months of 
1984, from 28,700 ounces a year 
earlier. 

A C$1.7 million profit turned 
into a C$1.1 million loss over the 
past year, bringing Pam o Ur’s total 
1984 losses to C$83 million. 

Other casualties so far include 
Teck Corporation’s Lamaque 
mine in Quebec, the Chimo mine 
also m Quebec and the British 
Columbia operation of Scottie 
Gold Mines, which needs a price 
of around $400 an ounce to justify 



FORECAST FOR. MONDAY, MARCH 11, 1085 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The morning opens with 
your being able to make a very interesting campaign to 
gain your deep-seated objectives with the assistance of 
influential persons, so go forward dynamically. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19} Business matters proceed 
nicely in the morning, but later you may need advice 
from experts. Do something thoughtful for loved ones. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20} A benefit early from 
a partner is fine in the morning, but later get into the 
work that will guarantee steady benefits. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Although you begin 
work enthusiastically' in the morning, later you can slow’ 
down and get fine results just’ the same. 

M0gN, CHILDRE^gJune 22 to JuL 21} Plan for 
amusements that you jflte early and then handle the 
work that needs to “be done. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get your home well organ- 
ized early in the day so that you can get other affairs 
handled well later. Make wise plans for the future. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Early contact those who 
can be of assistance to you and you to them and come 
to a fine understanding. Be clever. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct- 22) You understand how to 
take care of monetary matters in a more intelligent 
fashion, so get into them early. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You are able to gain 
those wishes that mean a great deal to you in the morn- 
ing, so up and at 'em early. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Plan your 
strategy early and then go after your aims in a positive 
way and gain them. Get personal affairs in order. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20} Study how to follow 
through on advice given you by a dynamic friend who 
is an expert and make progress later. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) If you show good 
citizenship, you can improve your position in the world 
considerably. Handle work efficiently. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Seek new ideas that can 
help yon to get whatever it is that you desire the most 
to have. A newcomer is of assistance. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY - he or she will 
be able to get at the truth of any situation, so slant the 
education along investigative lines which can bring great 
success during the lifetime. Be sure to teach only the 
finest ideas and precepts. Let surroundings be ideaL 


THE Daily Crossword by peter g.soow 


ACROSS 

1 Droops 

5 Shore birds 
10 Where Greek 
mat Greek 

14 Swag 

15 Painting style 

16 Brandi part 

17 Reciprocally 

19 Billy or Pete 

20 Norwegian 
seaport 

21 Depot abbr. 

22 “Deutschland 
— Altos” 

23 Married 
25 Watery 

swelling 
27 Troubled 
32 Small animal 
35 Seat 
38 Safa 
38 Finale 
-39 Gossip 

40 Transported 

41 Carpet type 

42 Opposite 
of luw 

'43 More lucid 

44 Book part 

45 Builds 

47 Commands 
49 Macaroni e-g. 

51 Hawaiian dish 

52 State show 
54 Bus. abbr. 

'58 Compensate 
SI Aid a criminal 
82 Creeping 

64 Title for 
Mussolini 

65 Actor Bniee 
88 Vaftea 

67 Suffix for Okt 
or young 

88 Shabby 

89 Urges 

DOWN 
. 1 Definitely 
not a ratty 

dresser 

2 First dess 

3 One on the 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 


.4 Party type 
,5 Oklahoman 


6 Choose 

7 Bleacher 
sounds 

8 Mountain ridge 

9 Hedge 

10 Plays a banjo 

11 Double 

12 Seine tributary 

13 Ripening agent 
18 More recent 
24 Breed Of 

cattle 

26 Consume 

27 Yield 

28 WtUowor 
dogwood 

29 Type of Mill 

30 — up (angry) 

31 Ventured 

33 S«y 

34 RKM 

37 Take apart 

40 Bulwarks 

41 Resort of a 
sort 

43 Thoroughfares: 
abbr. 



44 Rigid 55 Goalie's 

48 White House milieu 

name -57 Old-fashioned 

48 With d is pass ion ' one 
50 “Tomorrow" . 58 Certs In 
singer so Ireland 

52 Crazes 60 Recipe abbr. 

53 Adjoin 63 Guided 


reopening. 

A handful of other producers 
will also probably have to halt or 
curtail mining operations if the 
bullion price drops much further 
without a compensating fall in the 
Canadian dollar. 

Among the vulnerable pro- 
ducers, most attention is focused 
on the troubled Detour Lake mine 
in north-east Ontario, jointly 
owned by Campbell Red Lake 
Mines (a Dome Mines subsidiary) 
and the U.S. resources group 
Amoco. 

Detour Lake was brought to 
production towards the end of 
1 983 as a showpiece designed to 
maintain Campbell Red Lake's 
d o mi n ant position in Canadian 
gold mining. But the project has 
been dogged by a series of set- 
backs, including unexpectedly low 
ore grades and metallurgical pro- 
blems. 

Detour Lake's direct operating 
costs averaged an alarming C$475 
an ounce ($350 at present exc- 
hange rates) in the first nine 
months of last year. 

Dome Mines’ president. Mr. 
Harry Brehault, insists that 
“there’s no talk of dosing” Det- 
our Lake. Sinking of the und- 
erground shaft is going ahead as 
planned. The mine’s present cost 
target is $317 an ounce in 1985 
(before depreciation), although 
Mr. Brehault says it is trying to 
bring the figure below $300. 

Among other producers thr- 
eatened by a further prolonged 
decline in the gold price are ano- 
ther Dome subsidiary. Sigma 
Mines, Bachelor Lake in Quebec, 
and the mine at Cassier. British 
Columbia, owned by Erickson 
Gold Mines. 

Loss of production from these 
sources is unlikely to break the 
upward trend of Canadian gold 
output. According to preliminary 
{government estimates, production 
■rose by about 1 1 per cem last year 
to 81 .3 tonnes, and is expected to 
surpass 82 tonnes in 1985. inc- 


reasing to 87 tonnes in 1987 when 
new mines exploiting the Hemlo 
deposit, north of Lake Superior, 
are close to full production. 

It’s business as usual for the 
mines with low operating costs. 
The Arthur White mine near Red 
Lake, Ontario, which is 65 per 
cent owned by Dickenson Mines, 
is raising output by 9-1 0.000 oun- 
ces a year. It produced 60.800 
ounces in 1984 and is aiming at a 
final production ceiling of 90- 
95,000 ounces, current unit costs 
are around CS240 an ounce, but 
could be cut to CS210 an ounce by 
slowing down development work. 

Similarly, output at Echo Bay’s 
Lupin Mine rose to 47,500 ounces 
in the fourth quarter of 1984 frpm 
34,400 a year earlier. Operating 
efficiencies facilitated by a mill 
expansion helped bring down the 
mine's breakeven costs (excluding 
finance and exploration charges) 
from $263 per ounce in 1983 to 
$198 last year. 

The weak gold price has not 
.slowed the pace of development at 
Hemlo. Canada’s latest gold rush 
site, where three mines are cur- 
rently under construction. 

The first of the mines. Nor- 
anda's Golden Giant property, is 
due to begin production in April. 

Next on stream is likely to be 
.the joint venture between Teck 
(55 per cent) and International 
Corona Resources (45 per cent), 
with output reaching 120,000 
ounces of gold a year. A Teck off- 
icial says that the low gold price 
“hasn't affected us at Hemlo”. 

The same applies to the third 
mine, owned by Lac Minerals, 
which is due to be commissioned 
before the end of this year, four 
months ahead of schedule. 

Other new projects — albeit on 
a smaller scale — are in the pip- 
eline. 

Eastmaque Mines of Van- 
couver said early in February that 
it is studying the viability of a plant 
to extract gold from a 6 tonnes 
tailings deposit at Kirkland' Lake, 


in northern Ontario. Several 
mines in the area have dumped 
waste material in the lake, and 
part of the tailings are per- 
manently covered by water. 

Exploration work is continuing 
in several provinces. 

A number of Canadian m ining 
companies are also active in the 
U.S. Breakwater Resources of 
Vancouver has a 49 per cem stake 
in the Cannon gold project at 
Wenatchee, Washington, which is 
due to be brought to production 
this spring. 

Canadian producers have bec- 
ome increasingly active par- 
ticipants in forward markets since 
the gold price began to slide. So 
uncertain is the price outlook that 
some mines have kept their risks 
to a minimum by selling their ent- 
ire 1985 output forward. 

Dome Mines has sold foward 
almost all Campbell Red Lake's 
50 per cent share of Detour Lake' s 
1985 -production, as well as 
Sigma's entire output. Detour 
Lake's production has been sold at 
an average price of S 341 an ounce. 

Sigma will obtain an average of 
$320 an ounce for deliveries in the 
first half of the year and S310 in 
the second half, ensuring its via- 
bility until at least the end of 1 985 . 

Similarly. Lac Minerals has sold 
foward 100.000 ounces of del- 
iveries from its Hemlo mine, the 
company has also contracted ano- 
ther 245.000 ounces from other 
properties at an average price (inc- 
luding Hemlo) of S353, 

Lac argues that “orer the next 
year or so we do not think there is 
a very high risk that the price will 
average more than that.” 

But some companies still rem- 
ain sceptical of the benefits of for- 
ward contracts. Dickenson Mines 
is one example. “ It 1 s not necessary 
that we do it.” says Mr. Peter 
Munro. its president, adding can- 
didly that the forward markets are 
“a business that i do not know 
much about” — Financial Times 
news feature. 


New White House chief economic 
adviser wedded to Reagan views 


WASHINGTON (R) — President 
Reagan is counting on a top tre- 
asury official, seen in Europe as 
unsympathetic to U.S. trading 
partners, to bring the Council of 
Economic Advisers (CEA) back 

on economic policy. 

Mr. Baryl Sprinker.'the newly - - ■ 
designated CEA chairman, is reg- 
arded as a “team player” who will 
keep his criticisms out of public 
earshot and avoid the furore spa- 
rked by his predecessor, Martin 
Feldstein, over high U.S. budget 
deficits. 

While at the treasury, Mr. Spr- 
ink'el, 61 , derided by detractors as 
“Betyl the peril”, gained the enm- 
ity of some in Europe who reg- 
arded him as rigid and uns- 
ympathetic to their problems. 

But he won a lead role in dom- 
estic and international economic 
policy debates and was an arc- 
hitect of Mr. Reagan s policy of 
limited intervention in world cur- 
rency markets. 

He is a member of the Mon- 
etarist School of Economics, a 
group that believes changes in the 


money supply offer the exp- 
lanation for most economic dev- 
elopments. 

Mr. Sprinkel. undersecretary of 
the treasury for monetary affairs 
for the first four years of the Rea- 
gan p resid e ncy , firm ly belie ves in 
letting the marketplace work, a 
view critics say is out of touch with 
a dynamic economic worlcl. 

Mr. Feldstein left the council, 
which provides policy advice to 
the president, last July after sev- 
eral highly public clashes with 
then treasury secretary Mr. Don- 
ald Regan. 

At one point, Mr, Regan told a 
congressional panel that the 
CEA's annual report should be 
tossed into the garbage can. 

But Mr. Sprinkel worked well 
. with Mr. Regan, who is now White 
House chief of staff. 

The White House “had a very 
difficult time making sure the 
administration spoke with one 
voice when Many (Feldstein) was 
in the chairman's seat-"' one senior 
aide said recently. 

Unlike Mr. Feldstein. Mr. Spr- 
inkel will keep any criticisms wit- 


hin the White House walls, his fri- 
ends say. 

Mr. Sprinkel, who often dis- 
plays a jovial demeanour, toyed in 
his younger days with becoming a 
musician but abandoned the idea 
after he discovered economics. 
'His economic philosophy ger- ^ 
minated while he was at the Uni- : 
versity of Chicago, where he was 
awarded a doctorate of economics 
and finance in 1952. He taught at 
both the University of Chicago 
and the University of Missouri, 
where he did his undergraduate 
studies. 

Mr. Sprinkel has refused to dis- 
cuss his views since his designation 
last month as CEA head, saying he 
will have no public comment until 
he is confirmed by the Senate. 

Mr. Allen Wallis, und- 
ersecretary of state for economic 
affaris, disagrees with those who 
call him rigid. 

“He isn’t doctrinaire or dog- 
matic at all. The people who say 
that are unable to cope with his 
command of the facts and analysis 
and so they dismiss him in pej- 
orative terms.” he said. 


EC farm ministers meet 
over new price proposals 


BRUSSELS (R) — Farm ministers of the European 
Community (EC) Monday begin the first round of an 
annual tussle over the level of farm prices in a debate 
diplomats say could prove crucial to the long-term 
future of its farm policy. 

Last year. Community farm 
spending soared to over 19 billion 
European Currency Units ($14 
billion), forcing the group to pro- 
vide emergency cash funding and 
sparking bitter quarrels between 
member states. 

The crisis led to the fast price 
cuts in the history of the Com- 
munity’s farm policy, blamed for 
creating the notorious surpluses 
by guaranteeing farmers art- 
ificially high prices, and a com- 
mitment by farm ministers to cut 
overproduction. 

Mr. Andriessen is determined 
to keep the ministers to their ple- 
dges and authoritative Com- 
munity sources say he views the 
initial debate as critical as it will 
indicate whether ministers are still 
resolved to travel the same path. 


New farm commissioner Mr. 
Frans Andriessen has proposed 
unprecedented price cuts or fre- 
ezes for most products, arguing 
that the group’s growing stocks of 
unwanted food lea%’e no alt- 
ernative. 

The proposals have left the 10 
ministers, under immense pre- 
ssure from powerful domestic 
farm lobbies, more deeply divided 
than ever and diplomats say one of 
the fiercest and most protracted 
annual price reviews is now likely. 

Mr. Andriessen defends his 
price package as “a question of 
common sense” forced by market 
reality, and says it is an essential 
ingredient in a continuing process 
of bringing the 10-nation bloc's 
profligate farm policy under con- 
trol. 


Since the proposals were unv- 
eiled in late January yirtually 
every minister has objected to 
some element and diplomats say 
the package is in danger of unr- 
avelling in a morass of conflicting 
national interests. 

Mr. Andriessen said in an int- 
erview with Reuters last week that 
he was not hopeful of a speedy and 
satisfactory outcome. “What 1 
have heard so far is not at all enc- 
ouraging,” he said. 

The ministers must first agree a 
new five-year farm modernisation 
package. The previous 3.75 billion . 
ECU (S2.7 billion) programme 
expired at the end of last summer 
and has since been rolled over 
month by month. 

Community finance ministers 
are meeting at the same time and 
diplomats said they are likely to 
approve a new ceiling of some 5.5 
billion ECUs ($3.85 billion). The 
farm ministers then have to agree 
on the projects on which the 
money is to be spent. 


Latin American debtor countries 
still struggle with IMF austerity 


CARACAS (R) — The worst of 
their financial crisis may be over 
but Latin America's debtor nat- 
ions are still facing an uphill battle 
to stick to the severe economic 
adjustment plans needed to keep 
their creditors satisfied. 

The debtor countries have some 
hard-won basic accords with cre- 
ditor banks under their belt to 
help drive away the memories of 
Mexico's near-default in 1982 and 
Argentina's chronic arrears last 
year. 

The strong dollar has boosted 
their expons to the lucrative U.S. 
market, helping to build up the 
trade surpluses they need to con- 
tinue servicing their massive 
debts. 

But while acknowledging pro- 
gress. the debtor nations stressed 
their view at a meeting in Santo 
Domingo last month that more 
concessions are needed from cre- 
ditor countries to ensure a lasting 
solution to Latin America's eco- 
nomic problems. 

Even senior bankers, anxious to 
ensure a return of confidence, 
acknowledge that the battle to 
control the region’s $360 billion 
debt monster is not yet won. 

“The reality is that a great deal 
remains to be done before these 
countries get back on the road to 
growth they have enjoyed in the 
past.” Mr. William Rhodes, cha- 
irman of Citibank's restructuring 
committee, said in a recent add- 
ress. 

The first warning signs came 
earlier last month when the Ini-' 
emational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
suspended $1.5 billion in loans to 
Brazil after it failed performance 
tests and doubts began io be exp- 
ressed about Mexico’s high Mex- 
ican rate. 

U.S. Federal Reserve Board 
Chairman Paul Volcker said rec- 
ently that he believed Mexico 
would eventually reach accord 
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with the IMF, but added that there 
was no justification for euphoria 
that the general debt problem was 
over. 

One concern of Latin American 
officials is that IMF programmes 
imposed big sacrifices on the reg- 
ion over the past two years wit- 
hout. they say. any corresponding 
gestures by creditor nations. 

“What is the point in us making 
sacrifices when the United States 
feels it can spend whatever it 
wants,” Mexico's public credit 
director Mr. Angel Gurria told 
Reuters, referring to the impact 
on interest rates of the U.S. bud- 
get deficit. 

There is also resentment that 
IMF adjustment programmes 
have emphasised accumulation of 
foreign reserves through exports 
to repay debt, while neglecting 
internal growth. 

Last year the region’s global 
trade surplus rose 20 per cent to 
$37.6 per cent after a three per 
cent drop in 1983. GDP per cap- 
ita was down to 1976 levels. 

Debt service payments* "rose 
eight per cent to $37.3 billion last 
year with the result that the region 
was a net exporter of capital to the 
tune of S26.7 billion, U.N. Eco- 
nomic Commission for Latin 

America (CELA) figures show. 

“From the point of view of the 
international banks the pro- 
gramme has been a success bec- 
ause Brazil can now pay interest 
on its debt,” economist Mr. Paulo 
Ncgueira Batista of the ind- 
ependent Getulio Vargas Fou- 
ndation said. 

But he said Brazil's programme 
failed to bring profound adj- 
ustment in the domestic economy, 
which is no healthier than when 
the IMF stepped in. with inflation 
more than doubling over the per- 
iod. 

Brazil was close to agreement 


on rescheduling S45.3 billion 
when the IMF called a halt in a 
move seen by some bankers as a 
signal to Latin America's debtors 
that it had been too lenient in the 
past. 

Brazil, Mexico and Argentina 
have been patently unable to meet 
IMF targets on reducing inflation, 
largely because of heavy dev- 
aluations which made expons 
more competitive but increased 
impon costs. * 

There is also growing fru- 
stration in these countries over 
protectionist moves in industrial 
nations, notably the imposition of 
U.S. steel import curbs, which cut 
their earnings. 

At the same time, economists 
and officials warn that unless cre- 
ditor nations agree to boost off- 
icial lending to Latin America, the 
region will remain a net exporter 
of capital and thus further affect 
its growth prospects. 

Looking ahead. Latin America 
is pessimistic about economic 
improvement this year, with the 
strong dollar, interest rates and 
protectionism posing threats. 

In Brazil, some economists 
warn that the country may have 
problems meeting its targetted 
$12 billion trade surplus should 
the U.S. economy slow as pre- 
dicted in some circles. 

Independent projections see. 
Mexican inflation at around 50 
per cent against a target of 35 per 
cent, and Argentina's new Eco- 
nomy Minister Juan Sourouille is 
not expected to have any quick 
answers for bringing the rate down 
from 770 per cent. 

While progress was made last 
year in lining up a total of $ 1 30 
billion in rescheduling agreements 
for Brazil, Mexico, Argentina and 
Venezuela, they have yet to be 
signed and smaller debtors have 
made little headway. 
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Soviet team arrives for Geneva talks 

Moscow pledges to work for 
fair deal in talks with U.S. 


GENEVA (R) — The Soviet Union's arms neg- 
otiators arrived in Geneva Sunday and pledged to 
work for a fair deal in new talks with the United 
States on curbing space and nuclear weapons. 


A special Tupolev- 154 airliner 
brought delegation chief Viktor 
Karpov and the two other main 
negotiators Yuli Kvitsinsky and 
Alexei Obukhov from Moscow 
two days before the new talks are 
due to open. 

Standing beside the airliner. 
Mr. Karpov said he had a mandate 
from the Kremlin “to negotiate in 
a businesslike and constructive 
manner, seeking effective sol- 
utions...” 

'* In doing so. this delegat ion will 
be consistently guided by the pri- 
nciple of quality and equal sec- 
urity.” he added. 

Mr. Karpov said the framework 
for the talks, linking space and 
nuclear arms “affords an opp- 
ortunity for productive work and 
reaching solutions aimed at pre- 
venting an arms race in space and 
terminating on earth.” 

Agreement in these areas would 
“be an important step towards 
attaining a truly historic goal — 
that of ultimately eliminating nuc- 
lear arms completely and eve- 
rywhere.” he said. 

Mr. Kvitsinsky and Mr. Obu- 


khov. who will handle space wea- 
pons and Intermediate Nuclear 
Weapons (INF\ in the three-tier 
talks, stood beside Mr. Karpov as 
he spoke to reporters in Russian. 

Before the formal statement. 
Mr. Karpov, smiling and relaxed 
chatted with Swiss officials in 
French. 

A party of about 1 00 Soviet off- 
icials accompanied the neg- 
otiators. who arrived in strong 
early-spring sunshine. They cli- 
mbed into waiting official cars and 
were driven off-tc the nearby Sov- 
iet mission. 

U.S. chief negotiator Max 
Kampelman and his team arrived 
in Geneva Saturday morning. The 
two sides hold their first meeting 
on Tuesday morning, marking the 
resumption of nuclear arms talks 
between the superpowers after a 
15-month break. 

The issue of space weapons has 
dominated public exchanges bet- 
ween Moscow and Washington in 
the two months since Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei Gromyko and Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz agr- 
eed at a Geneva meeting to start 


new negotiations. 

Moscow has insisted that Was- 
hington drop its research pro- 
gramme for a Star Wars missile 
defence as a precondition to pro- 
gress on the two nuclear areas — 
strategic and INF. 

Meanwhile the Soviet Union's 
official media warned the public 
Sunday that arms talks with the 
United States opening in Geneva 
on Tuesday would be difficult and 
' that major differences separated 
the two sides. 

Every Soviet national new- 
spaper published criticism of the 
United States’ attitude to the' 
talks, saying that Washington int- 
ended to press ahead with dev- 
elopment of space weapons at the 
expense of the negotiations on 
nuclear missiles. . 

“We do not entertain illusions 
' — the talks will be difficult." the 
government newspaper Izvesiia 
said. 

Izvestia dramatically hig- 
hlighted the importance of the 
talks by headlining its com- 
mentary: "To be or not to be for 
life on earth.” 

Izvestia and the army new- 
spaper Krasnaya Zvesda (Red 
Star) said President Reagan's Str- 
ategic Defence Initiative could 
never be truly effective. 


“The Soviet Union has enough 
political determination and mat- 
erial and technical potential to 
counter the U.S. space challenge 
■ and ensure its own security." Red 
Star said. 

“The hope to escape retribution 
by hiding behind a missile shield is 
illusory. So isn't it better to look 
for honest and mutually acc- 
eptable accords?" Izvestia asked. 

The Communist Party new- 
spaper Pravda insisted, however, 
that Moscow had the political will 
to reach agreement on the basis of 
parity and equal security. 

Pravda said politburo member 
Vladimir Shcherbitsky's visit to 
the United States and his talks 
with members of Congress had 
produced a “frank and at times 
keen dialogue'* about the pro- 
blems of disarmament. 

It criticised President Reagan 
for demanding, only days before 
the start of the Geneva talks, fun- 
ding for a new batch of MX str- 
ategic nuclear missiles. Pravda 
rejected suggestions that a last- 
minute arms build-up also built up 
the American bargaining hand. 

“An unnatural logic is man- 
ifest." it stated, adding: “Such 
symptoms on the Potomac show 
that the forthcoming talks will 
obviously be no easy ones." 


Indian security forces patrol Hyderabad 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Sec- 
urity forces patrolled the troubled 
South Indian city of Hyderabad 
Sunday after sly people died in 
post-election violence. 

The Press Trust of India (PTI) 
said one man was stabbed to death 
when curfew was relaxed Saturday 
for two hours in the old quarter of 
the city, capital of Andhra Pra- 
desh state. 

The curfew was clamped on the 
old quarter after clashes on Friday 
between supporters of rival pol- 
itical parties. Five people were kil- 
led and 10 injured in Friday's unr- 
est. PTI said. 

The factions clashed as officials 
were recounting the votes cast in 
the district during state assembly 
elections last week. They said 
there had been a suspiciously high 
turn out. 

The two main contenders in the 
constituiency were the rightwing 
Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party and 


the Muslim Majlis Inehad U1 Mus- 
Iiraeen. 

Hyderabad, whose population 
of three million is almost equally 
split between Hindus and Mus- 
lims. has been often been the focus 
of communal tension. Some 45 
people died in sectarian clashes 
there last September. 

N.T. Rama Rao, who led his 
regional Telugu Desam Party to a 
dicisive victory in the Andhra 
Pradesh elections, vowed to deal 
Firmly with rioters. 

He was sworn in Saturday as 
chief minister of the state for a 
• second term. 

Andhra Pradesh was among 1 1 
Indian states that held state ass- 
embly elections last Saturday and 
Tuesday. At least 50 people were 
killed in violence during the ele- 
ctions. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's 
Congress (I) Party swept the polls 


in eight of the states, but suffered 
reverses in Andhra Pradesh, the 
South Indian state of Karnataka 
and the north eastern state of Sik- 
kim. 

The Indian government Sat- 
urday extended a ban on for- 
eigners travelling to the troubled 
Punjab, while the main Sikh pol- 
itical party threatened a statewide 
agitation there if the government 
failed to meet its demands. 

An official announcement said 
state authorities had been given 
powers to allow two categories of 
foreigners to visit the army- 
controlled region “in special cir- 
cumstances:" Businessmen and 
those whose relatives were Indian 
and living in Punjab. 

Earlier, only the Indian Home 
Affairs Ministry was empowered 
to issue special travel permits. The 
ban has been in effect nine 
months. 


Tibetans protest outside 
Chinese embassy in N. Delhi 


NEW DELHI (R) — Monks, 
women and children led a dem- 
onstration of exiled Tibetans out- 
side the Chinese embassy here 
Sunday while their leader, the 
Dalai Lama, called for a new und- 
erstanding by the Peking gov- 
ernment. 

The demonstrators, carrying 
placards saying"Tibetans demand 
independence" and “end Chinese 
rule in Tibet”, burned a Chinese 
flag. Some spat toward the gate of 
the embassy. 

Police said about 600 dem- 
onstrators took part. 


The protest was called to com- 
memorate the 26th anniveisaiy of 
the Tibetans’ “national uprising 
day", referring to an abortive reb- 
ellion in 1 959 against Chinese rule 
in Tibet. 

The Dalai Lama, who fled to 
India along with 100.000 refugees 
after the revolt was crushed by 
Chinese forces, said in a statement 
that conditions for Tibetans in 
China had improved in recent 
years. 

The Indian-based Tibetan fre- 
edom group appealed to China for 
the independence of Tibet. 


Union Carbide admits 
responsibility for toxic fumes 


CHARLESTON. West Virginia 
(AP) — Lftiion Carbide Corp. said 
Saturday its plant here was the 
source of a chemical leak and 
fumes that affected at least eight 
people. 

Ambulances were called to a 
shopping area across the Kanawha 
River from a Union Carbide plant 
Thursday after the eight reported 
headaches and irritation in their 
eyes, noses and throats. Six people" 
were treated at the scene and two 
were hospitalised briefly, officials 
said. 

Spokesman Thad Epps said 


about 2.5K5 kilogrammes of 
mixed acetone and mesityl oxide 
escaped from the plant in South 
Charleston when workers began 
distilling the substances. 

"To the best of our knowledge, 
what occurred was in the startup 
of this equipment when we app- 
lied steam," he said. “The steam 
was admitted a little too fast and 
some of the material vented out.” 

The emission, which lasted 10 
to 15 minutes, involved a mixture 
'of 95 per cent acetone, less than 2 
per cent mesityl oxide and the 
remainder steam. Mr. Epps said. 
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Nkomo denies 
approving 
tourists’ death 

B UL-AWA YO. Zimbabwe (R) — 
Zimbabwe's chief opposition lea- 
der Joshua Nkomo has denied all- 
egations that he had approved the 
murder of six foreign tourists kid- 
napped by rebels in July. 1982. 

The allegations were made by 
Gilbert Ngwenya. the self- 
confessed leader of the kidnap 
gang, who has been sentenced to 
death for the abduction and sev- 
eral murders. 

Ngwenya was speaking in an 
interview with Justice Minister 
Eddison Zvobgo and Zim- 
babwean journalists which was 
broadcast on television and radio, 
a day after Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe announced that the rem- 
ains of the tourists had been found 
and conclusively identified. 

Mr. ..Mugabe said the six, two 
Americans, two Britons and two 
Australians were murdered by 
rebels three days after their abd- 
uction 75 kilometres north of this 
south western city. 

In the interview, which was car- 
ried by the National Ziana News 
Agency and published in Harare 
and Bulawayo newspapers Sat- 
urday Ngwenya said Mr. Nkomo 
was his leader and that he had con- 
tacted Mr. Nkomo before and 
after the tourists were killed. 

Ngwenya. also known as Esk- 
imo Wasi, said: “We sent a mes- 
sage to him (Nkomo) and he told 
us: “ Go ahead with your activities ■ 
There is no problem." 

Ngwenya added: “We took this 
to mean we could do whatever we 
liked. I had to contact him as he is 
my leader. 1 am a soldier.'* 

' Mr. Nkomo, leader of the 
ZAPU Party, denied he had had 
any contact whh the kidnap gang. 
“Why did he not say all this in 
court? I am ashamed of the man- 
ner in which this affair 1 has been 
treated. My name has been played 
with for a long time now,*’ he told 
journalists here. 

At his trial last year Ngwenya 
said the tourists were alive in 
Zambia. 

Speaking later at a funeral ser- 
vice for two opposition party fol- 
lowers killed in political violence 
two weeks ago, Mr, Nkomo cha- 
rged that the interview was pol- 
itically motivated. 


16 South 
Africans in 
treason trial 
denied bail 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Six- 
teen South Africans due to appear 
in the nation’s biggest treason trial 
for a quanerof a century are likely 
to remain in jail for up to two years 
whether they are found innocent 
or guilty, lawyers said Sunday. 

Natal’s attorney-general. Mic- 
hael Imber, announced last week 
that he had issued an order for- 
bidding bail for the 16 leading 
opponents of the white minority 
government 

He acted under the Internal 
Security Act. which allows 
attomeys-general to prevent a 
court granting bail in the cases of 
certain serious crimes concerning 
state security. The 16 are due to 
appear in a Durban court next 
Friday to ask for bail. 

They include two joint pre- 
sidents of the two-million strong 
anti-apartheid United Dem- 
ocratic Front, Archie Gumede 
and Albertina Sisulu. 



NKOMO, MUZOREWA AT BURIAL: from right) at the burial of two of their supporters 

Zimbabwe opposition leaders Joshua Nkomo (sec- gunned down in violence they blame on Prime Mm- 
ond from right) and Bishop Abel Muzorewa (third ister Robert Mugabe (AP wire photo) 


Kampuchean rebel leader killed 


BANGKOK (R) — A top Kam- 
puchean guerrilla commander 
Sunday was reported killed and 
Thailand spurned Hanoi’s peace 
moves as fighting on both sides of 
the Thai -Kampuchean border 
raged on. 

Gen. King Men was killed when 
Vietnamese troops she lled the key 
Green Hill guerrilla base in Kam- 
puchea near the Thai border, aut- 
horitative sources said. Fighting 
on both sides of the border sho- 
wed no signs of slackening, they 
said. 

Foreign Minister Siddhi Sav- 
etsila told Australian Foreign 
MinisterBDl Hayden he would not 
consider suggestions for a pea- 
ceful settlement of the six-year 
Kampuchean conflict until Vie- 
tnamese incursions into Thailand 
were ended. 


. He said 3.000 Vietnamese tro- 
ops intruded 10 kilometres into 
Thai territory last Tuesday and* 
were resisting Thai attempts to 
push them back. 

Thai military sources gave no 
details of the fighting. 

Guerrillas said more Vie- 
tnamese reinforcements were 
brought in for a renewed assault at 
Green Hill' also known as Tatum. 
It is the last major guerrilla base 
intact since Vietnamese troops 
began their offensive last Nov- 
ember. 

Authoritative sources said Gen. 
King Men was killed last Friday 
when an artillery # shell hit his 
command bunker. • 

Officials of the National Sih- 
anouk ian Army (ANS) said they 
could not confirm Gen. King 
Men’s death. Listed as ANS sec- 


ond in command, he was an arc- 
hitect of the defences of Green 
Hill. 

The same day he was reported 
killed, the French-trained officer 
had ordered ANS flanking units to 
lay a mortar barrage directly onto 
his command bunker to beat back 
a Vietnamese assault, according to 
a top ANS aide. 

Guerrilla leader Prince Nor- 
odom Sihanouk promoted King 
Men to general two weeks ago at 
his headquarters, a warren of con- 
crete and timber tunnels and bun- 
kers about 2 3 kilometres inside 
Kampuchea. 

Diplomats said Sihanouk will 
not commit his guerrillas to suf- 
fering high losses to defend Green 
Hill. Fifteen guerrillas have been 
killed and 92 wounded in the bat- 
tle, the ANS said. 


Pakistan partly revives constitution 


RAWALPINDI. Pakistan (R) - 
Military ruler General Moh- 
ammad Zia U1 Haq Sunday rev- 
ived most of Pakistan's suspended 
constitution but said martial law 
and a ban on political parties wou- 
old continue for now. 

The revived parts of the 1973 
constitution will include ame- 
ndments Zia announced earlier 
this month which give him swe- 
eping presidential powers. 

Gen. Zia told a press con- 
ference he could not set a date yet 
for the lifting of martial law. imp- 
osed .when he seized power in a 
July 1977 coup. 

He said only 27 articles of the 
2 80- article constitution would 
remain suspended. They included 
articles relating to citizens' rights, 
and the freedom to form political 
parties. 

Gen. Zia said he hoped to rev- 
ive the rest of the constitution 
soon but he could not give a date. 

“It is necessary that we learn to 
walk before running," he added. 


Gen. Zia banned political par- 
ties in 1979 and also barred them 
from contesting general elections 
last month for a national assembly 
and four provincial assemblies. 

Gen. Zia said martial law would 
be lifted and military courts would 
be abolished when the whole con- 
stitution was revived. 

His constitutional amendments 
hawe been bitterly attacked by 
opposition parties which accuse 
him of imposing a presidential 
form of government in place a par- 
liamentary system envisioned by 
the 1973 constitution. But he ins- 
ists the document is still par- 
liamentary. 

Gen. Zia suspended the con- 
stitution at the time of the 1977 
coup that toppled former Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who 
was later hanged. 

The constitution previously 
provided only for a figurehead 
presidency, held by Gen. Zia since 
1978, as well as the all-powerful 
post of chief martial law adm- 


inistrator.* 

His new powers include app- 
ointment of the prime minister, 
cabinet ministers (with the prime 
minister's advice), provincial gov- 
ernors and chiefs of armed forces. 

Gen. Zia said he bad not dec- 
ided when he would name a prime 
minister, who could be appointed 
either before or after parliament 
opens on March 23. 

Among articles of the con- 
stitution not yet revived is one 
making abrogation or subversion 
of the constitution high treason, 
which carries a maximum penalty 
of death. 

Opponents have. been accusing 
Gen. Zia of practically abrogating 
the constitution. He has denied 
.this. 

The constitutional amendments 
announced by Gen. Zia this 
month have banned courts from 
.calling into question any of the 
martial law. regulations issued 
since be seized power. 
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BAMAKO. Mali (AP) — Vice 
President George Bush said Sat- 
urday the U.S. administration has 
chosen this drought-stricken nat- 
ion as one keystone of a pro- 
gramme designed to encourage a 
market -oriented farm economy in 
Africa. 

Mr. Bush, speaking at the sig- 
ning of an agreement transfering 
60.300 ions of U.S. food aid. said 
Mali was one of four African cou- 
ntries whose economic reform 
programme would be supported 
by President Ronald Reagan’s 
administration. 

He did not name (he three other 
countries, and a senior U.S. off-- 
icial said h has not been det- 
ermined how to use the $75 mil- 
lion Congress approved for the 
programme. 

Mali, one of the world* s 1 0 poo- 
rest countries, instituted economic 


reforms with the help of the Uni- 
ted Nations and Western gov- 
ernments in 1981. Change has 
been slower than the aid donors 
wanted, however, and they have 
urged quicker adoption of a free ' 
market system. 

“We will do everything we can 
to reinforce your courageous eff- 
orts to liberalise your economy 
and turn ft toward the private sec- 
tor.” Mr. Bush told Malian off- 
icials. 

In a toast to President Moussa 
Traore at a state dinner, Mr. Bush 
promised help in dealing with Afr- 
ica's drought and famine. 

“Beyond the immediate crisis, 
the United States has heard ano- 
ther voice from Mali as well.'’ he 
added. “We have heard you say 
that you are going to take a his- 
toric turn in agricultural policy — 


an historic ram that, we trust, once 
the historic drought subsides and 
the rains return, will help ensure 
that famine of this magnitude 
never again comes to Mali." 

Mr. Bush, who visited Sudan 
and Niger before coming here, will 
fly to Switzerland Sunday. On 
Monday, he will address a con- 
ference in Geneva of donor nat- 
ions and urge them to increase 
their famine relief for Africa. 

He said in an interview that he 
would “make an appeal to the 
conscience of the world to assist 
these countries that have been in 
distress. This will transcend East 
and West and ideology and help 
the children, mothers and those 
who are suffering from drought.” 

Mr. Bush said earlier in the day 
before leaving Niamey. Niger, 
that the United States cannot turn- 
its back on drought ravaged Afr- 


ica, but its food surpluses must be 
used to meet worldwide demand. 

He noted demands in the Uni- 
ted States that the government 
care for Americans’ needs before 
helping those abroad and he said, 
“the answer is we have to find a 
balanced programme.” 

“When you have seen the suf- 
fering that we have seen along the 
way and when you hear first hand 
from chiefs of state whom we res- 
pect about their needs, ft is imp- 
ossible for the United States to 
turn its back on these req- 
uirements.” he told reporters at 
the Niamey news conference. 

Mr. Bush said the United States 

is committed to provide half the 
emergency food Africa needs, and 
he would appeal to the other 
donor nations to provide the other 
half. 


Filipino opposition holds biggest meeting in 16 years 


MANILA. Philippines (AP) — 
Groups opposed to President Fer- 
dinand Marcos met in the largest 
opposition convention in 16 years 
Sunday but some of Mr. Marcos' 
most prominent critics refused to 
attend. 

With a brass band, banners cal- 
ling for “justice, freedom and 
democracy.’* and strong attacks 
against Mr. Marcos and his wife 
imelda. more than 700 delegates 
packed into a swank country club 
banquet hall. 

They approved a 12-point dec- 
laration of principles calling for 
the “dismantling of the Marcos 
dictatorship.’’* restoration of 
human rights and a review of 
U.S.-Philippine relations, inc- 
luding the hit lire of U.S. military 
bases. 

Former Sen. Rene Espina wel- 
comed the delegates “under the 
conjugal dictatorship,” referring 
to Mr. Marcos and his wife, and 
accused the government of “ove- 
rtaxing.' overborrowing. ove- 
rstealing and ... overkilling" the 
Filipino people. 

Officials of the United Nat- 
ionalist Democratic Organisation 
(UNIDO), which organised the 


convention, said the meeting 
would pass several resolutions 
aimed at organising and ratifying a 
dozen opposition parties for die 
1986 local and 19S7 presidential 
elections. 

The convention originally was 
called to nominate presidential 
and vice presidential contenders 
against Mr. Marcos in the 1987 
election but organisers said this 
was scrapped because of charges 
from other opposition groups that 
it intended to railroad the nom- 
ination of former Sen. Salvador 
Laurel. 

Mr. Laurel, who heads the 
UNIDO, took a low-key role in 
the convention. 

Assemblyman Luis VTOafuerte, 
a Laurel supporter, said all opp- 
osition groups were invited and 
that presidential candidates would 
not be picked until an even bro- 
ader coalition could be called. He. 
gave no date for ft. 

A rival opposition alliance, 
known as the convenors, sent a 
message that was read to the con- 
vention, outlining the reasons for 
its refusal to participate. 

• The group, headed by Corazon 


Aquino, widow of assassinated 
opposition leader Benigno Aqu- 
ino. industrialist Jaime Ongpin 
and formeT Sen. Lorenzo Tanada, 
said it was committed to a plan for 
choosing an opposition standard 
bearer and was afraid the con- 
vention might adopt procedures it 
could not accept. 

The convenors also said any 
convention should inciude'citizens 
groups, not previously involved in 
politics, that have been protesting 
against the Marcos regime in the 
kreets. 

“Without these forces, mea- 
ningful unity cannot be achieved,” 
the convenors said. The group said 
. its goal is to select a presidential 
candidate for a snap election in 
case Mr. Marcos leaves office 
early. 

Mr. VHlafuerte said he hoped 
the two groups could come tog- 
ether. He said the convention 
would consult with the convenors 
on its own plans for any eme- 
rgency election. 

The delegates voted to accept 
the declaration of principles “m 
principle" without debate:. 

Delegates included leaders of 


the Nacionalista and Liberal par- 
ties, which dominated Philippine 
politics before Mr. Marcos dec- 
lared eight yeara of martial law 
and organised his own New Soc- 
iety Party. Representatives of sev- 
eral new parties, including the 
growing POipino Democratic. 
Laban (fight), the Mindanao All- 
iance and the Social Democrats, 
also cgme. 

Among the leaders at a head 
table was Ribomapil Holganza, 
■whom Mr. Marcos had given a 
72-hour fnriough- after -keeping 
’him in a military stockade for 
more than two years on rebellion 
and murder charges. 

“I feel the regime is a te rming 
case. Ifs ending,” Mr. Holganza 
said in an Interview. He called 'Mr. 
Marcos’ action “a sporting ges- 
ture,” but said he believes he has 
been kept in jail because of his 
outspoken criticism of the regime. 

“If s not an extraordinary act of 
courage. I am just as scared as 
. anybody,” said Mr. Holganza, 
who was escorted from his cell in 
the central Philippine city of Cebu 
by three soldiers in chdllian clo- 
thes. ■■ 



3-day party ends in 
bachelor’s village 

PLAN. Spain (R> — A three-day 
fiesta in this remote mountain vil- 
lage organised by 120 lonely bac- 
helors seeking brides ended early 
Sunday with reports of at least 
three formal engagement. Res- 
idents of this Pyrenean hamlet 
said numerous couples had been 
formed during the festivities, and 
several of them were talking about 
matrimony. “It’s certainly been a 
success,” one bachelor said, add- 
ing that the men were thinking of 
making the dance a yearly event. 
The single men of Plan and nearby 
villages had advertised for brides 
in a local newspaper because of a 
shortage of women in the area. 

Child plunges 14 
stories, survives 

CHICAGO. Illinois (AP) — A 
3-year-old girl who plunged 14 
stories down a garbage chute was 
saved by a pile of crash, police 
said. Ouida Stone, who either fell 
or was pushed down the chute, 
escaped with minor injuries after 
spending the night in the garbage, * 
said police Sgt. A1 Davis. The girl 
J was in the care of a babysitter and 
disappeared while playing with’ 
other children in the 14tb- floor, 
hallway of a public housing pro-, 
ject on the city's south si.de, Davis 
said. Later, when the babysitter 
could not find the girl in the hal- 
lway, she and some neighbours 
began searching the building. 
When the girl did not show up, the 
babysitter notified police, who 
searched the building al^ night, 
Davis said. About 9:30 a.m., pol- 
ice heard faint cries coming from 
the trash chute and found the girt 
he said. The trash apparently had 
broken the child's fall and kept her 
warm. Davis said. The girl was 
treated at Michael Reese Hospital 
and released. Davis said. 

Egypt plans 
2-day weekend 

CAIRO (R) — Mosr Egyptian 
government ministries have, been 
told to introduce a two-day wee-: 
kend from next Saturday in a bid 
to unclog Cairo’ s traffic jams. Hit- 
herto. Friday, the Muslim holy 
day. has been the only day off for 
more than half a million civil ser- 
vants. Now. staff in eight min- 
istries will take Thursday and Fri- ‘ 
day off and staff in 12 others will 
take Friday and Saturday. AD will 
continue to work a 36-hour week. ■ 

Geese guard £700m 
worth of whisky 

LONDON (R) — A chorus of 
cackling greets unwelcome int- 
ruders to a Scotch whisky war- 
ehouse where £700 million ($742 
million) worth of the precious 
fluid is stored. A flock of elite 
Chinese geese patrol the 40-acre 
warehouses of George Ball an tine 
and Sons, near Glasgow, Scotland, 
the Observer newspaper reported. 

The unorthodox security mea- 
sures were inspired by history, on d 
the basis that if geese could warn 
the anciem Romans of invading 
Gauls, they could probably deter 
modem Glasgow villains. 

Newspaper magnate 
to launch new paper 

~ Newis P a Per and 
publishing magnate Rupert Mur- 
doch announced he Is to launch a 
“w, -4-hour paper later this year. 

JSl ** <*“ed the 

Post, will be published as a Lon- 
don evening and a national rnor- 

Duhii' s K^ Urdoc -’ s international 
empire started in his 
native Australia with news cor- “ 
poration and now includes new- 
gwpers in the United States and 

ddS' N wher ? hu British ■*- 

adiaiy News International owns 

n, prest, P ous Times and the 
ntaM-crcnlanon Sun amongolher 
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